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Preface

This volume publishes the Early Iron Age ceme-
tery on Terrace V at Torone in Chalkidike in the
north Aegean, Greece. The cemetery was first dis-
covered, after a program of trial trenches, in July
1981 and excavated over several seasons through
1984. The excavations at Torone were initiated by
the University of Sydney under the auspices of the
Athens Archaeological Society and directed by Al-
exander Cambitoglou. Following the establish-
ment of the Australian Archaeological Institute at
Athens in 1981, the excavations at Torone were
conducted as a collaboration between the Institute
and the Athens Archaeological Society. I was privi-
leged to work at the site for seventeen years in a
variety of capacities, first as archivist, then as
trench supervisor, and finally as Deputy Director.

The Early Iron Age cemetery at Torone con-
stitutes a significant body of new material. It is im-
portant both as a starting point from which to
build our knowledge of the internal situation at
Torone during this period, and also for the infor-
mation it has to offer for the broader cultural
scene. The cemetery spans roughly the period tra-
ditionally defined as Final Mycenaean/Submyce-
naecan down to a time contemporary with
Subprotogeometric or Early Geometric in other
parts of the Greek world—in absolute terms, it
covers a period beginning sometime in the twelfth
or eleventh century B.C. down to ca. 850 B.C. This
period has also come to be known as the Greek
Dark Age (Snodgrass 1971; Desborough 1972),
particularly when viewed from the perspective of
central and southern Greece. As will emerge, the
application of the term “Dark Age” with all its at-
tendant baggage for the cultural and material land-
scape of central Macedonia, particularly for a
coastal site in Chalkidike such as Torone, is inap-
propriate.

The primary aim of this volume is essentially
twofold: to present in detail the archaeological
data from the Early Iron Age cemetery at Torone
and, from there, attempt to (re)construct a picture
of an Early Iron Age society in the north Aegean.
Following a general introduction to the site and a

more detailed account of the scope of this study,
together with the criteria determining the selec-
tion and presentation of the data (chapter 1), the
text is divided into two parts. Part I is primarily de-
scriptive, presenting in detail the data emerging
from the excavation of the cemetery. It includes an
account of the excavations (chapter 2) and a cata-
logue of all tombs and their contents (chapter 3).
Part I also presents the organic material from the
cemetery, including the physical anthropology of
the human remains by Jonathan Musgrave (appen-
dix A), the animal and marine remains found in
tombs by Sandor Bokényi and Deborah Ruscillo
(appendices B and C), and the plant remains by
Ferenc Gyulai and Kristina Kelertas (appendix D).

Part I seeks to provide an analysis of the mate-
rial and to draw some implications from it. Up to a
certain point, the two parts are independent of one
another inasmuch as conclusions reached in part 11,
many of which are inevitably hypothetical or de-
termined on the basis of current knowledge, are
not incorporated into part I. Part I is divided into
five chapters, beginning with mortuary practices
(chapter 4) and continues with an analysis and ty-
pology of the pottery (chapter 5), together with a
contribution by Ian Whitbread and Richard Jones,
presenting a petrographic and chemical analysis of
the ceramics (appendix E). This is followed by the
potters’ marks (chapter 6), the small finds other
than pottery (chapter 7), and, finally, a personal ap-
praisal of Torone in the Early Iron Age and an at-
tempt to see the site within the broader setting of
the period based on the material presented in this
volume (chapter 8).

Few sites in the north Aegean have had as long
and continuous an archaeology and history as Tor-
one. On the basis of our current knowledge, the
site was first inhabited in the period of transition
from the Neolithic to the Early Bronze Age. The
earliest material recovered from the site so far has
been assigned to the Final Neolithic period (Cam-
bitoglou and Papadopoulos 1988; 1990; 1991;
1994). The establishment of an Early Bronze Age

settlement on the promontory reflects a general

xvil
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demographic trend at this time of movement of
certain groups of people from inland agricultural
sites to the coast, or, more accurately, an important
shift in subsistence strategies. A similar trend is
observed at many sites throughout the Aegean,
such as Agios Kosmas in Attika, Kolona on Aigina,
Agia Irini on Keos, Petkakia Magoula in Thessaly,
and Besik Tepe in western Anatolia, to mention
only a few. Moreover, the location and physical ap-
pearance of such coastal sites are very similar to
those of Torone. The outward-looking and mari-
time character of these settlements played an im-
portant role in the economic and social
developments of the Aegean in the Bronze Age
(Renfrew 1972; Rutter 1993; 2001). In the case of
Torone this is highlighted particularly in the Mid-
dle and early Late Bronze Ages, which witness
growing links with the central and southern Ae-
gean region as well as connections with northwest
Anatolia and parts of coastal and inland Mace-
donia. Prior to the excavations at Torone, the earli-
est evidence of contact with the Mycenaean world
in Macedonia was during the Late Helladic 111 A2/
Bl phase. The discovery of imported Minyan and
Early Mycenaean pottery dating to Late Helladic I
and 1I at Torone (Cambitoglou and Papadopoulos
1993) adds a new dimension to the cultural con-
tacts the north Aegean enjoyed at this time, pre-
dating the so-called era of colonization by almost a
millennium.

The outward-looking and maritime character
of the prehistoric settlement at Torone was to de-
fine the cultural and historical trajectory of the site
throughout its subsequent history. The continuity
of occupation from the Bronze Age into the Early
Iron Age at Torone—witnessed not only by the
"Terrace V cemetery but also through the material
recovered from the more recent excavations at the
contemporary settlement at Torone—and its sub-
sequent establishment as one of the largest and
richest cities of Chalkidike in the historic era is a
pattern shared by few other sites in northern
Greece. The site is occupied throughout the Hel-

lenistic and Roman periods, even though the
former witnesses a significant contraction in the
size of the inhabited area, into the Byzantine and
post-Byzantine periods. Torone as a settlement
was more or less continuously occupied for at least
five thousand years.

The Early Iron Age cemetery that is the focus
of this volume represents one of the few burial
grounds of this period to have been excavated vir-
tually in its entirety, yielding 134 tombs, of which
118 were cremations and 16 inhumations. It is
noteworthy, particularly in the context of many
contemporary sites excavated in Greece at the
time, that individual tombs, however poorly pre-
served, were recorded in detail, and that all the di-
rect funerary deposits, including the contents of
the ash-urns and particularly those tombs yielding
remains of the pyre, were water-sieved, and the re-
trieved faunal, floral, and human remains subjected
to close scrutiny.

As an important “proto-historic” site, Early
Iron Age Torone not only formed the immediate
backdrop to the creation of the polis—or city-
state—of Torone in the ensuing Archaic and Clas-
sical periods, it provided the necessary building
blocks out of which this polis itself emerged. Con-
sequently, Early Iron Age Torone, like so much of
proto-historic Greece, occupies an ambiguous,
liminal space between prehistory and history. A
particular focus of the final section of this volume
is the adoption of an integrated approach to pre-
history and history, promoting a more sophisti-
cated use of historical documents. Early Iron Age
Torone provides a classic case where archaeology
and history cannot be regarded as two separate en-
deavors. It is my ambition in the following pages
to add some archaeological flesh to a formative era
of the Aegean—one of growing complexity that
continued processes that were already established
in the Bronze Age and that led directly to the cre-
ation of the Greek city-state—and for a part of the
Greek world that until very recently was archaeo-

logically neglected.
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