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I ntroduction

Sex preferences for children, and their behavioral manifestations, take form within a
complex lattice of socid and environmental contexts. Perhaps the most sweeping
generdization of socid context isthe family system, describing a cluster of interrelated
family processes. It has been argued, for example, that son preference of the Han
Chinexisinherent in the patrilined joint family syssem common across much of Asa
(Skinner 1997). 1t would follow then, thet the family systems of many southern Chinese
minority nationaities, which share characteristics that accord a higher value to femaes,
would produce a pattern of sex preference divergent from the Han pattern. Evidence
from anisolated Li community in Hainan Idand is generadly consstent with this
propogtion: juvenile sex ratios are roughly even and sex ratios at higher parities appear
biased in favor of femdes. However, even within this smal community, sex preferences
are not homogeneous. The observed disparities suggest that sex preferences are sensitive

to local variaionsin economic context.

Although the Li are unique to Hainan, agreet idand in the South China Sea, they are
relaed to numerous fragmented minority communities indigenous to China s southern
frontier and the nations of Southeast Ada. The Li language is thought to belong to the
Kam-Tal language stock, suggesting kinship with the Zhuang, the Buyi, and the Dong,
among others (Augtrdian Academy 1988; Ramsey 1987:233-234). The Kam-Ta
peoples, the descendants of the Y ue tribes thet inhabited the Yangzi Vdley in ancient

times, are connected by common culturd characteristics including materid culture,
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language, and socid structure* Common forces have also shaped their socia histories,
Centuries of Han domination and decades of Chinese Communigt rule have trandformed
their economies and incorporated them to varying degrees into the broader economy and

provincid and nationa cultures.

In Hainan this tranformation began quite early. The Li have been a minority in Hainen
snce ancient times. By 1412 (Ming Y ongle 10) Hainan's population numbered around
340,000, of which the Li represented 12 percent (Saand Yang 1995:145). By 1950,
Hainan’s population was 2.3 million, of which the Li were about 15 percent (Situ
1994:80). Recent estimates put Hainan's population at approximatdy 7.33 million, of
which the Li number approximately 1.17 million (Hainan 1999 11:131). Rapid population
growth since 1950 has been accompanied by large-scale migrations, ecologica change,
and the foundation of a modern agricultural and urban economy. Under these
assimilative forces the Li have taken on many trgppings of contemporary Han culture.
Most reside in concrete dwellings, work in wage occupations or produce for the market,
receive education in anationa system of schools, and spesk a Chinese didect, at least as
asecond language. There remain few Li communities that are not “modern” in these

limited sensss of the word.

We intentionaly sought aLi community thet is the rear guard of change, in ahighland
township as yet weskly incorporated into provincial and nationd cultures. For abasdine
understanding of Li culture we rely on numerous sources, both Chinese and western.? Of

these, ethnographic studies done by Chinese researchersin the 1950s and early 1960s are
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among the mogt vauable. These were part of aburst of scholarly activity in the early
years of the Peopl€’ s Republic to describe and classify minority nationdities. Political
conditions did not permit publication of these studies until fairly recently.® There have
been remarkably few new studies of the Li in recent decades, and virtualy no

demographic studies*

Sex Preferencefor Children

Sex preferences are important because of their behaviord manifestations. Parental sex
bias may be manifested at the family levd as differentid care or investment in sonsand
daughters, in sex-selective abortion, or in sex-sdective infanticide. Sex-biased behaviors
are often detectable in populations as abnorma sex raios or in differentiad survivd rates
of children. Theories of sex preferences, virtudly without exception, emphasize therole
of context or milieu in shgping preferences. Beyond this Smple generdity thereisless

agreemen.

Although many taxonomic digtinctions are possible, the most fundamentd divison in the
theories of sex preference and sex preferentia behavior is between “rationa choice” and
Dawinian theories, broadly conceived. Rationd choice assumptionsareimplicitina
broad spectrum of economic, sociological and demographic research on reproductive
behavior. This approach views parents as sdlf-interested actors whose reproductive
behaviors maximize utility, where utility may be understood as materid aswell as
“psychic” welfare® Parental preferences are thus guided by their perceptions of the costs

and benefits of children, on abdance sheet that includes such familiar items as |abor
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power, earnings, old age support, marriage expenses, prospective affind ties, and

companionship.

The Darwinian gpproach, current in anthropology, goes under a number of guises,
including sociobiology, human behaviord ecology, and evolutionary ecology (Sieff
1990; Cronk 1991; Voland 1998). In thisview, reproductive behavior is strategicaly
geared to enhance reproductive success, that is, to increase the likelihood that parental
genes will be passed on to future generations. Parentd preferences are thus guided by the
reproductive potentid of their offspring, with an accounting of costs and benefits of
children in reproductive terms. This accounting is complex. Indirect pathwaysto
reproductive success include roles that promote the reproduction of relatives (“kin
sdection”); and because an investment in one offspring diverts investment from others,
parents may eliminate some offspring in order to enhance overal reproductive success.
Although we adopt the rationa choice approach, we draw fredly on the rich empirica

literature and insghts of the evolutionary ecologidis.

Sex preferenceis clearly reated to kinship systems. Dyson and Moore (1983) invoke
kinship systemsto explain the high sex ratios and low femae survivorship in north India
relative to south. In north India, patrilined kinship and exogamic marriage rules produce
a society organized around agnatic descent groups, whereas in south India, endogamous
marriage customs produce a society more organized by affind ties. These structures
determine the cost of marriage, the autonomy of femaes, and economic value of women.

Skinner (1997) generdizes these ingghts to argue that sex preferences are embedded in
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the logic of family systems, by which he means the norms of marriage, succession, and
transmission of property, aswell as the normétive roles associated with family atuses
and rlationships, and customary bias by gender and relative age that pertain to the
system as awhole (1997:54). To take two polar examples, male and femae offspring are
vaued very differently in the context of the patrilined joint family system of the Han
Chinese as compared to that of the matrilined joint family system of the Tonga of

southern Zambia (Clark et d. 1995).

Within systems of kinship, sex preferences may vary by socid podtion. Numerous
empirica studies an association between high parenta status and mae bias and high sex
ratios. In sratified societies with intense mae competition for mates, polygyny and
marital exchange generdly favor success (reproductive and otherwise) for males a the
top of the socid hierarchy but impose heavy financid codts, in the form of dowries, on
elite families seeking to marry off adaughter. This explains femae infanticide among
high caste Indians under the British Rg aswell as among traditional Chinese dlites
(Dickeman 1979). In asudy of nineteenth century German villages, Voland et d. (1997)
find higher survivorship of femae infants relative to male in the lower dassesthan in the
upper. Bereczkel and Dunbar (1997) find lower sex ratios of children, and greater
invesment in daughters among a gypsy underclass than in the generd Hungarian
population, which they attribute to the better marriage prospects for gypsy girls.
Although these dudies generdly take the Darwinian view, their findings are fully

consistent with rational choice explanations®
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Sex preference is aso contingent on the position of a child within the family. Thevdue

of aparticular child depends on the number and sex of its sihlings, as has been
demongtrated by along line of research (Pakras and Halder 1971; Smith 1977; Das
Gupta 1987; Muhuri and Preston 1991). Even when parents prefer balance in the number
of male and female children, they may prefer afirst child of acertain sex, or dternation

of sex (Skinner 1993). Skinner (1997) makes the overlooked point that even in family
systemswith anet preference for maes, families desre daughters. His andyss of the
frequency of possible configurations of surviving offspring setsin Tawan, Korea, and
India demongtrates that configurations that include both boys and girls occurred more
often than they would if childbirth and survival were random with respect to sex, while
certain configurations (for example, dl girls) occurred far less frequently than expected.
Skinner proposes that the normatively ided offspring set can be inferred from the
observed distribution of offspring setsin the population. In patrilined joint family

systems, Skinner concludes that a son is more highly valued by his parents the fewer his
brothers, and the earlier born heisin the brother series. A daughter is more highly

vaued by her parents the fewer her brothers, and the earlier born sheisin the Sster series

(1997:66-75).

Up to now we have spoken of sex preference and sex preferentia behavior asif they were
synonymous, which they are not. Although we anticipate a correlation between

preference as a psychic sate and behaviora manifestations of the preference, their
relationship is mediated by intervening variables. One mediator isintengty of the

preference. In patrilined systems, for example, parents might consder it imperative to
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have at least one son, while having a daughter or a second son is desirable but not
essentia. On the other hand, sex preferential behavior may be congtrained by externd
factors. While there may be no congtraints on subtle discrimination between ason and a
daughter, for example, in length of breastfeeding, there could be quite powerful sanctions
agang infanticide or abandonment. It is aso important to note that the desire for some
minimum offspring set may be obtained without any sex preferentid behavior at dl, as
long as fertility is uncondrained. Suppose there was a population in which the minimum
preference were for one son.  If every couple could have five children, only three percent
of coupleswould naturaly be at risk of an dl girl family.” In such apopulation, only the

unlucky three percent would be &t risk of intervening to obtain the desired male,

These qudifications are relevant to the case of China, where sex ratios have risen sharply
in recent decades. It is extremely doubtful that the rise is due to a change in underlying
preferences, what have changed are the mediating circumstances. First, fertility has

fdlen sharply since the mid-1970s under pressure from the nationd birth planning
program. Many more parents who desire a certain minimum offspring set cannot achieve
it without some intervention. Parental manipulation of the sex of offspring has thus
emerged in Chinajust asit has emerged in other Adan populaionswith very low fertility
(Gu and Roy 1995). At the sametime, the externa congtraints on sex selection have been
eased by therisng availability of the technology for pre-nata sex determination. Sex

preferences, latert in the population, have thus found expresson in risng sex ratios.
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The family systems of the southern Chinese minorities, at least as they existed in some
indefinite past, had severd stylized festures that are conducive to female status and
vaue® (1) Descent was relatively unimportant. Communa property and smple
productive tools, implied by shifting cultivation (swidden, as contrasted with sedentary
agriculture), meant that inheritance was not crucid. Paternity was thus not a critical

issue, as suggested by the sexua freedom accorded unmarried girls. Lacking awriting
system, there were only ora genealogies, and the ancestors thus more easily went
undifferentiated or unremembered. (2) Affind ties were relaively strong, enhanced by
uxoriloca and delayed transfer marriage, and local endogamy. Living near her parents, a
daughter could continue to be useful to them after marriage, as well as seek the protection
of kinsmen. (3) Freer mate choice and premarital sexua experience was conducive to
post-marital autonomy for women and stronger affective ties between spouses. (4)
Marriage had less sgnificance for the family, which promoted femde autonomy. A
communal property regime separated marriage from property consderations. Simple
marriages with limited gift exchanges were a once a cause and effect of this fact.

Divorce and remarriage of both men and women were accepted. (5) The sexud division
of labor accorded women a crucid economic role. In swidden agriculture, women plant
and cultivate the fields and do day-to-day work. Thisruled out footbinding or other

immobilizing cusoms.

TheLi, a least in times gone by, did fit this stylized pattern, but their economy and
family system have evolved and have undoubtedly converged to various degrees with

Han family norms. In contemporary China, moreover, birth planning is an important
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factor differentiating the contexts of Han and minority families. Nationad minoritiesin
China, and southern minoritiesin particular, are under more relaxed condraints from the
birth planning program. This means that a mere comparison of sex ratios between Han
and minority could be amideading indicator of underlying preferences. Regarding the

sex preferences of the Li, thereislittle information to go on. According to the 1990
Chinese Census, the juvenile sex ratio (age 0-14) of the population of Hainan was 113
males per 100 females, compared to 107 for the Li Nationaity alone (China 1993: Tables
1-6; 3-5). Thesex ratio of birth (SRB) of Han Chinese in Hainan was 117, compared
with 107 for the Li (Hainan 1992:Table 03-13). These differences are suggestive, but due
to the differentid congtraints imposed by the birth planning program, insufficient to

conclude that there are group differencesin preferences.

TheMeifu Li

Ethnographers distinguish five mgor linguistic communities (or “tribes’) among the Li,

al resding in Hainan's southern tier. The Run (or Bendi), the Li (or Jiamao) and the Qi
resdein the central and southeast, while the Ha (or Xiao) and Meifu resde in southwest.
The Meifu isthe smdlest group, numbering approximately 30,000 or 4 percent of the L
(Augrdian Academy 1988:C-14). For the Li communities on the west Side of the idand,
informative ethnographic work isincuded in the Hainandao Lizu shehui diaocha [Socid
investigation of the Hainan 1Idand Li] (HLSD 1992) and in reports of surveys conducted

by Japanese researchersin the early 1940s (Odaka 1950; Okada 1966).°
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Although the Mefu and Ha Li live in dose proximity and may have common origins,
they have been distinct for centuries®  In legend, the Meifu are descended from a
common patrilined ancestor, a Han named Fu, explaining the surname borne by mog,
but not al, Meifu.** The Fu surname serves to identify Meifu to the Han world, but
among themselves the Meifu use totemic names identifying their patriline. Although the
Meifu are higtoricaly consdered more sinicized than other Li tribes, due in particular to
their adoption of sedentary agriculture, the contemporary Mefu are less Snicized than
the Ha. The Ha Li tend to live & lower eevations, and like the Han, have elaborate
wedding ceremonies, dowries, and graves. The Mefu have smple weddings with

virtualy no exchange of gifts and utilize common lineage graves.

Li culture no longer corresponds to the idedl type described above, if it ever did. Still, we
hoped to find atraditional community that had been rdatively undisturbed in recent
decades. Such placesarerare. Fifty years ago southern Hainan was covered by atropical
forest that supported hunting and shifting cultivation for smal settlements of people,

much as can be observed in northern Thailand or (to alesser extent) southern Y unnan
today. In the decades since 1950 the forest gave way to state rubber plantations,
sedentary agriculture, and scrub vegetation. Forest cover declined from 25 percent of
Hainan’s areain 1956 to less than 10 percent in 1980 (Situ 1994 78), the result of both
plantation conversion and intensified swidden cultivation.*? Hand in hand with this
transformetion, the government has pursued a long-term policy of population

consolidation and resettlement that continues to the present.
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Thefield site. Our fildwork took place in the summer of 1998. We sdlected anareaiin
the western highlands that we will call “Meifu Township.” The township has had
gporadic links to the outside, but with the congtruction of a new road, is now fully open to
the coadta plain. Thereisonce-daily bus service to the county town, and twice-daily
service to the county seet of a neighboring county. The trip from the coast to the
township takes about two hours, much of it over adirt track in mountainous terrain.
Township dendity islow, approximately 60 persons per square kilometer. The township
encompasses part of amgor new reservair, the risng waters of which was the occasion
for resettlements in the five years prior to our fieldwork. The township conssts of ten
adminidrative villages made up of 21 hamlets, nearly dl Mafu (the exceptions are

Miao). The Meifu hamletsform anatural endogamous community.** We conducted
open-ended interviews in three hamlets through interpreters recruited from among
teachersin aminority school. With the advice and consent of township officialswe
eventualy sdlected one hamlet for more intensve study, which we refer to here as
“Tianfu Hamlet.” Tianfu is at once ahamlet, thet is, a unitary settlement, and an
adminigrative village. We were able to record household register data for six of the
hamlets including Tianfu, together comprising four adminidrative villages. Since our

data are limited to these Sx hamlets, and Tianfu is ditinctive in many respects, we will
with some frequency contrast Tianfu to the other five Mefu hamlets for which we have

household data

Through the interpreters we conducted a questionnaire interview with every ever-married

woman in Tianfu Hamlet, atota of 115 respondents age 19 to 75. Although afew



Lavely, Li and Li, 4/17/2001, page 12

elderly women were unable to participate due to ill hedth, we were able to interview at
least one person from every household. Asthiswas our first lengthy encounter with Li
society, we were uncertain of the feasbility of doing a demographic survey in such a
population. Unlike the Han Chinese, the Li lack written records and are unconcerned
about astrologica Sgns or dates of birth. The officia Household Register, compiled by a
literate hamlet officid, contains a plausible account of birth detes, dthough it too may be
notiond.* Respondents were vague about their own ages and those of their children,

making it impossible to dicit a sandard event history.

Economy and Living Standards. With 104 households, Tianfu is the second largest of the
sx hamlets for which we have household data. It has been in the same location for as

long as anyone can remember. Except for the absence of a bamboo stockade and for the
presence of a masonry schoolhousg, it outwardly resembles early descriptions of Li
settlements. It is acompact hamlet of thatched huts and granaries on Hilts, set next to a
broad irrigated field. Older women wear traditional black skirts and vests, woven on

back looms; younger women wear modern dress, but don traditiona dressfor ritua

occasons. Males have not worn the traditiona breechcloths since the early 1960s.

The township hamlets practice a mixture of agricultura modes, reflecting hamlet
endowment of land. Table 1 shows the percent distribution of cultivated area by type of
cultivation for Meifu Township, the five hamlets, and Tianfu hamlet. Approximatdy half
of al cultivation in the township is shifting cultivation or swidden (shanlan).”> Mefu

township swiddens are cultivated a four-year intervals and produce maize, sorghum,



Lavely, Li and Li, 4/17/2001, page 13

barley, beans, sweset potatoes, and cane, among other crops. The next most important
category isirrigated field, devoted to paddy rice, followed by dry field (that is, dependent
on rain), used for upland rice and maize, among other crops. Some hamlets are also
ringed by garden plantations (tingyuan)—family plots mainly devoted mainly to coconut
and betd nut pdms, which fdl into the “other” category. The five hamlets account for
about athird of the cultivated area of the township and are fairly closdy match the

township digtribution of cultivation types.

Table 1 here

By contragt, Tianfu has a distinctive mix of agricultura modes. It has the largest
endowment of irrigated land of any village, and the largest endowment of garden
plantation. Tianfu isfurther distinguished by cultivating the least area of swidden of any
villagein the township. Because irrigated fields are productive compared to swiddens,
Tianfu has an enviable economic position within the local community. By some accounts
this advantage in land goes back at least severa decades,'® and has been reinforced by its
fortunate location away from the lowlands behind the dam, which has dlowed it to avoid
relocation.  According to township officias, gpproximately 40 percent of the township
population had been relocated in the past decade. Not all relocations were dam-related;
some remote villages were moved closer to the road. Moverswerein principle
compensated with some irrigated field, but it is likely that the re-settlements involved a

next loss of productive land, forcing the relocated to expand swidden cultivation.
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The land tenure system governing irrigated fields has undergone mgjor change in the past
haf century. A “rich peasant” household once owned most of Tianfu'sfieds. The
agrarian revolution of the 1950s redistributed land and then placed it under collective
management. Under the economic reforms of the 1980s, the fields were re-allocated to
household contractors on a per capitabasis’’ Over the same period, the swidden tenure
system has undergone only nomina changes. Hill land traditionaly belonged to the
community and was available to any family with the labor power to cultivate it—a
convention common to shifting cultivators across southeast Asia (Pelzer1945:18). This
traditiond practice persisted through the collective eraand is essentialy unchanged under
the current “responsibility system.” ' Theloca government encourages swidden

exploitation under the dogan “whoever exploits receives the benefits’ (shel kaifa, shel

shouyi).

Even given Tianfu' s favorable postion, living standards are smple. Only three percent
of respondents (ever-married women in the hamlet) reported themsalves as able to read,
compared with about 20 percent of their husbands (Table 2). Only seven percent of
respondents speak a language other than Meifu, and about 50 percent of their husbands
(Table 3). Comparison of the older and younger age cohorts suggests some educationa
progress for males but none for females. Only 23 percent of households have any
modern goods, and this includes minor items such as awatch or athermos (Table 4). But
there is exposure to the outsde world:  half of respondents have been to the county town,
and 46 percent have watched avideo in the past month. An entrepreneur in the hamlet

has a VCR that he powers with an dectric generator. The main fare is gongfu movies.
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Thereisno televison in the hamlet, an item thet the hamlet cannot afford, but which is
ardently sought by hamlet leaders. Notably, only 21 percent of respondents reported that
they eat meat more than once ayear (Table 4).*° We did not investigate nutrition, but we
observed the stature of the villagersto be very smdl. Although these socioeconomic
indicators refer to Tianfu Hamlet specificdly, they are unlikely to underdtate the living

gtandards of neighboring hamlets.

Tables 2 through 4 here

Family and marriage. Meafumarriageisin themain viriloca. In Tianfu 84 percent of
respondents reported that they resided with husband' s parents after marriage. According
to the household regigters, 63 percent of the households in the five Meifu hamlets are
nuclear, compared with 57 percent in Tianfu. We are unable to assess the frequency of
uxoriloca marriage because the household registers do not distinguish in-laws. The non
nuclear households are virtudly dl stem households in which a parent or parents are co-
resident with a son who heads the household. Headship in the younger generation is
notable, sncein most Han rurd aress, titular heedship generdly remainsin the older
generation. Household compasition, it should be noted, can be avery mideading
indicator of family relations. Even after divison of housing units, households can and do
hold property in common and work land jointly. Our survey found thet [abor sharing
between households (usually between agnates) was common.?® Inheritanceis partible,

with property divided among the male offspring.
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The hamlet is highly endogamous. Families are divided among four patrilines, some of
which extend to neighboring hamlets. Table 5 shows that 63 percent of our respondents
were born in Tianfu, that is, they married into their nata hamlet. Another 32 percent
came from one of the nine loca hamlets, and only 5 percent came from elsewhere. These
figuresif anything underdtate the level of hamlet endogamy, snce among women who
originated in Tianfu, haf report that their own mother and mother-in-law were also born
there. Comparison of younger and older age cohorts suggests that this pattern is not of
recent origin. Marriage within the same patriline is avoided, but given the smal pool of
digibles, the probability of marriage with blood kin ishigh.??  Within the endogamous
community of the Mefu hamlets Tianfu Hamlet is highly sdf-contained. Brides from
outside come mainly from neighboring hamlets less than two kilometers away. The result
isahamlet with amultiplicity of relaions between households that often share blood ties,

affind ties, and neighborly relations across severd generations.

Table5 here

The Meifu have smpler weddings than the Ha Li, but there is still some exchange of
goods. In Tianfu, over 70 percent of respondents reported that they brought some goods
with them when they married, while gifts from the groom’s family were involved in only

20 percent of marriages, and the reported amounts are small. However, according to our
informants, subgtantia gifts (a buffao or a hunting rifle) may go from the hushand' sto

the wife sfamily after marriage. Such an exchange would be very sgnificant in the

austere economic context of the Meifu hamlets.
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What personifiesthe Li in the popular Chinese imagination is the custom of permitting
adolescent girlsto livein a separate hut (longgui or liaofang in Mandarin, prunkau in
Meifu) where they may entertain mae vistors. Thisis but one variant of customs,
common among the peoples of south China and Southeast ASia, that accord considerable
sexud freedom to unmarried women.?® We found the longgui to be fairly common in the
Meifu hamlets, but with some change of significance. As once practiced, daughters had
virtualy unlimited freedom; a pregnancy would be the sgnd for marriage arrangements.
But parents now supervise their daughters' activitiesfairly closely. Thelonggui issted
close to the main house, not out in the bush, and parents attempt to manage who visits.
Mothers fear that their daughter will get pregnant, and the exigencies of the birth

planning program add to their anxiety, snce a pregnancy will require atrip to the county
town for an abortion. Longgui gppeared to be quite common in the neighboring Meifu
hamlets, but relatively uncommon in Tianfu, where only 10 percent of our respondents

reported having ever resided in one.

It is fascinating to observe that in family matters the arrow of change seemsto point
toward a Confucian past. In Tianfu, parental involvement in mate choice was higher for
younger cohorts than it was for older cohorts of women. Almost two thirds of
respondents 40 and over reported that they chose their own husband compared with only
athird of respondents under 40. Mate selection thus appears to be converging with

traditional Chinese norms?*
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Despite their generd lack of education, Meifu women enjoy better relative satus than do
Han women in Smilar economic circumstances. A number of factors, including meting
customs, the sexud divison of labor, and hamlet endogamy are conducive to women's
status. For example, day-to-day cultivation of the swidden fields is women’swork,
which takes women out into the fields on their own. Women may come and go without
obtaining husband' s permission. Hushand-wife relations appear agreeably
companionate; wives report a high degree of marital satisfaction. Divorceisavailable to
women, and there gppears to be no stigma on a divorced woman returning to her natal
family to live. Meifu women answered questions easly and were not a al cowed by
exotic vigtors. In short, Meifu women were composed and confident in comparison to

the reticent Han women that can il be encountered in Chind srurd interior.

Demography and birth planning. Since the late 1980s state birth planning policies have
specified aloca limit of three children per couple. Pre-marital pregnancies are generdly
terminated by abortion, which is sought in the county town. Table 6 contains some
samplefertility indicators. Reported completed fertility islow. Even the cohort over age
50, which reported little experience with contraception, averaged only 4.5 children. A
number of factors could account for this. Average age a firgt birth, a 23.5 years, is
moderately high, while lengthy breastfeeding durations, averaging over 3.5 years,
contribute to the long interval between births. Respondents reported thet it is customary
to breastfeed until the next child is born. The reported average age at weaning for the last
surviving child was 42 months, which is quite long in comparative perspective. The

linkage between nutritiond baance and fertility is controversd (Wood 1994:522-529),
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but in this austere context perhagps deserves investigation. Reported fertility isaso
reduced by the under-report of birthsthat diein infancy, an issue to which we shdl return

below.

Table 6 here

Although we have no direct measures of birth planning program performance, we are
able to congtruct a plausible indicator of the enforcement of the program. Under the
assumption that in the abbsence of birth planning limits most couples would have a least
four children, we can measure birth plaming performance by congtructing the ratio of
families who go on to have afourth child among those who have had three. The lower
the progression ratio, the closer a population is to the policy mandate. This measure
indicates that birth planning has been more effective in Tianfu than in the neighboring
hamlets. Only 11 percent of “at risk” couplesin Tianfu progressed to afourth child
snce 1990, compared to 30 percent in the Five Hamlets (see Table 7). Thisis consstent
Tianfu' s dite pogtion in the area, snce Chinese birth planning enforcement is highly

correated with socioeconomic satus, individually and collectively.

Table 7 here

A rough estimate of mortdity conditionsin the hamlet is possible usng mothers' reports
of children ever born and surviving. Table 8a shows the numbers born and surviving by

sex of child and age cohort of mother. Thereislittle differencein surviva by sex of
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child, so the results are combined for the two sexes in the last columns. For respondents
under 40, approximately 81 percent of children born are dive, and for respondents over

40, gpproximately 73 percent are dive.

Table 8a here

The survivd rate of children ever born is andogous to the Ix column of alifetable. This
suggests the use of modd life tables to estimate life expectancy. Because respondents
reported on children over abroad range of ages, we attempt to bracket the median age
using arange of estimates. These ages are then used to select the closest Modd West
leved implied by Ix, shown in Table 8b. The separate estimates implied by the two age
cohorts of respondents are reasonably consstent. Given the imprecision of our
information, it would not do to put too fine apoint onit. The mothers reports suggest
that life expectancy at birth for both males and femdesis around 50 years. Thisis quite
low for rurd China but consstent with the margina economic conditions observed.
Obvioudy the estimate requires a number of perilous assumptions. The method o
exaggerates surviva by assuming that the birth reports omit no dead children, which is
unlikely to be the case for either sex. Thisisa particular problem for females, anissueto

which we shdl return be ow.

Table 8b here
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Sex Preference of the Meifu

Although child sex ratios can be influenced by many factors, they can provide afair
indicator of sex preference. In apopulation closed to migration, higher ratios may be
indicative of lower femae surviva or differentid underreporting of femaes, both
manifestations of sex-biased behavior. Table 9 provides the juvenile sex ratio (ages 0-14)
for severd rlevant populations. Theratioishighin rurd Hainan a 115 maes per 100
femaes, and Hill high in the rurd area of our sudy county, both mainly Han populations.
But in Meifu Township, mainly inhabited by Meifu Li and Miao, it islow, around 100,
and thisis dso theratio found in the neighboring Mefu hamlets eight years after the
census, as compiled from the officia household regigters. Tianfu Hamlet, with asex

ratio of 124, does not fit the local pattern.?® However, these measurements are based on
smal numbers. Asmay be observed from the wide confidence intervals, thereisno
datigicaly sgnificant difference between the sex ratio of Tianfu and itsneighbors.  This
isafamiliar problem in the study of the sex ratio of smal populations. We address it by

consdering additiona evidence that would indicate a pattern of sex preference.

Table 9 here

Another way to detect sex preferenceis to observe the sex ratio contingent on the
pogition in the offspring set. Reproductive decisionmaking is a process that unfolds over
the course of childbearing, with decisions contingent on the number and sex of previous
surviving children. Invisble within individua families, the results of the process are

detectable in a population of children for which the number and sex of eder shlingsis
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known. Idedly, one would use methods, such as retrogpective birth histories, which
permit the recongtruction of the surviving offspring set a the time of a birth event. Birth
histories were not available, but household register data can be used to assign a“sbset

position” to each juvenile in the population.®

Sex ratios of juveniles by shset position are shown in Table 10, separatdy for the five
Meifu hamlets and for Tianfu. We have limited the comparison to sbsets of three or
more to diminate incomplete sbsets, but the pattern isthe same regardless. In the
absence of sex-sdective behavior we would expect an gpproximeately even ratio
regardless of sibset position. Instead we see clear evidence of sex-sdection, athough of
different patterns for the two populations. In both populations we observe amae bias for
the first child. For the case of a child with one or more elder Ssters but no brothers, there
is clear sdlection of males, but this bias gppears stronger for Tianfu Hamlet than for the
neighboring hamlets. For the case of a child with one or more elder brothers but no
gdter, there appears to be amild femae bias in both populations. The starkest contrast
between the two populationsisin the case of a child with one or more elder brothers and

sgas thefive hamlets sdect femaes, wheress Tianfu Hamlet sdects maes.

Table 10 here

We egtimated amodd of the log odds that a child isamale, taking shset and hamlet as

predictors. An additive specification, implying that Tianfu and the five hamlets differ by

the level of sex ratios but not by sibset- specific pattern, fails to capture the sibset- specific



Lavely, Li and Li, 4/17/2001, page 23

patterns observed in Table 10. These patterns are captured by the inclusion of interaction
terms representing children in Tianfu with a least one Sgter, and children in Tianfu with
a least one Sster and one brother, so that the model includes sibset position, hamlet, and

two interaction terms, asfollows:

k
logit(male) =h, + é h (sibset) ;, +x(Tian) +d(sis* Tian) +g(sis &bro* Tian)

k=2
Theresult yields only weak support for the hypothess that Tianfu differs from the other
hamlets. The coefficient of the last interaction term, representing the contrast between
Tianfu and the five hamlets for children with at least one brother and one sder, is

sgnificant a the .1 level.?’

Other data confirm that son preferenceis strong in Tianfu. We administered the
psychometricaly-based Coombs Preference Scale (Coombs et al. 1975; Coombs 1977,
Coombs and Sun 1978). Respondents are presented with sets of hypothetical three-child
families, each with different sex configurations. Respondents then go down atree of
responses, contingent on the previous responses.?® The distribution of responsesis shown
in Table11. Thefirst response option is three girls (OB3G, or 0 boysand 3 girls). No
one sdlected that option. The responses are quite homogeneous. 84 percent of
respondents selected 2 boys and 1 girl asfirst choice, and fully 93 percent selected paths
from the mae-biased end of the scale. In fact, this pattern of sex preferencesistypicd of

the patrilined joint family system (Skinner 1997).

Table 11 here
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The sex ratio of births reported by respondents provides another independent piece of
evidence on sex preferencein Tianfu. A ratio of 105 to 106 males per 100 femdesisthe
biologicd norm for most human populations. Subgtantid deviations from the norm must
be due to sex-sdective fetd mortaity, selective underreporting of births, or random
vaiation. The mothers reportsin Tianfu imply an SRB of 124 (see datain Table 8a).
For respondents under age 40 theratio is 120, for those 40 and over 130. Because these
ratios are based on only 357 births, the deviation from norma could of course be due to
random variance. But this result cannot be viewed in isolation from the overdl pattern of
evidence. The elevated sex ratio is consstent with the pattern of sex ratios by sibset
position observed in the household register datain Table 10, asit is with pattern of
responses to the Coombs scale. It is most likely that femae births have gone unreported.
The exact mechanism of sdection cannot be known, but the missing girls are most likely
dead. There was no report of adoption in the hamlet. Had girls been given to familiesin
the locde, their fate would be known to the mother and thus less likely to be omitted
from the birth report. Sex-sdlective abortion is aso exceadingly unlikely asan
explanation. An eective abortion would be very costly for Tianfu women, and a sex

sdlective abortion even more s0.2°

The mogt likey meansis thus “child control,” post-natd intervention that permits
selection on the basis of observable characteristics such as sex (Skinner 1997:66-67).
Selection appears to occur soon after birth, as once a child is reported as born, its survivd
chances are the same regardless of sex (see Table 8d). In other words, when agirl is

“wanted” her survival chances are as good as her brothers', and this would apply equaly



Lavely, Li and Li, 4/17/2001, page 25

to the missng boysin the five Meifu hamlets. It is possible that an unwanted infant is

not considered a birth a all.*°

To summarize, we anticipated that the Li would have awesker preference for sons than
the Hans. Data from a peripherd Li township are consstent with this expectation.

I ndependent enumerations in 1990 and 1998 reveal balanced juvenile sex ratios. Sex
ratios by sbset position imply a pattern of daughter preference in families with one or
more children of either sex. However, one hamlet proved exceptiond, asindicated by an
accretion of evidence. Household registers data show that Tianfu has a high juvenile sex
ratio and sbset-gpecific sex ratios indicating parenta manipulation favoring sons.

Survey dataindicate high son preference as reveded by responses to the Coombs Scale,
and a high sex ratio of births. Tianfu appears as an idand of son preferencein alLi

community otherwise characterized by even sex ratios and a penchant for daughters.

Explanations

Because of Tianfu’'s sngular economic postion, it would be tempting to view Tianfu as
leading the way in ashift from alow intendty to a high intengty agriculturd system,

with a corresponding socid evolution. But Tianfu is not so much alesder asasurvivor.
By long tradition, the Meifu have practiced both swidden and paddy rice cultivation.
Tianfu isamerely lucky place that has been able to retain its endowment of irrigated
land. The neighboring hamlets practice a mix of subsistence dtrategies, but by accident of
history, find themselves more dependent on swidden than in earlier times. The culturd

sequence may well correspond to this economic regression,
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Drawing on the insghts of culturd ecology, there are two basic reasons why Tianfu
should favor maes. Thefirg isthat agriculturd system isrelated to the sexud divison

of labor. Cross-culturdly, the intensity and complexity of agriculture correlates with the
increasing assgnment of tasks to males (Netting 1974:29). Paddy rice cultivation, with
its plowing and earthworks, requires a greater reliance on mae labor. The second is that
irrigated agriculture places an emphasis on property an on capita improvement in
property, hence on descent. Setting aside the collective era, rights to field land pertain to
families, and may be passed on to male heirs. More sons mean more land and more
power in the hands of agnates. Vauable tools and draft animals are essentia for paddy

rice. Thesetoo can be inherited and shared among agnates.

Another possible explanation for male preferencein Tianfu isthe pattern of dratification
in the Meifu community. Although elders spesk of an earlier era of rich peasants and
landlords, Meifu society was probably never stratified in the manner of agrarian China.>!
Land reform and contemporary land redistributions have further leveled digtinctions
between households. But as sawherein China, controls on mobility and the absence of
amarket in land have tended to crystalize economic differences between places, cresting
sharp economic gradientsin space at both regiond and very locd scades. This spatid
grtification has important implications for marriage, obsarvable in the Mafu

community. Tianfu's superior economic position makes it an dtractive destination for
women in marriage. Of the women who married into Tianfu, 73 percent reported that it

is better than their natd hamlet, and only 6 percent said that their nata hamlet was better
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off. Locationinthe spatid hierarchy isthus a Sgnificant characterigtic of a progpective
husband, an example of “spatid hypergamy” (Lavely 1991). Given their favorable
location, Tianfu women aso compete to marry aman from their natdl hamlet. These

incentives may account for the extreme hamlet endogamy.

Ironicdly, given their smple living andards, the resdents of Tianfu are aloca dlite,
sharing some of the concerns of ditesin other dratified societies. Competition for

Tianfu husbands produces a marriage market squeeze for Tianfu women, plausibly
meaking it more cogtly to marry off a Tianfu daughter. Some of the forces affecting son
preference among ditesin hypergynous dowry societies (Dickemann 1979) are thus
presumably a work in Tianfu. Because Tianfu's economy is based on land, draft animals
and tools, the status of affines can influence family fortunes. A child's choice of mate
thus takes on more importance, and parents thus take a more direct interest in it, as has

occurred in Tianfu in recent decades.

We are now in a better position to interpret the divergent patterns of sex ratios by sihset
position observed in Table 10. Like the Han, the Meifu desire children of both sexes
(Skinner 1997:68-72). A sonisimportant for Meifu families because ason iskey to
maintaining whet is essentidly a sem family system. In Tianfu, the desire for a son tekes
on speciad urgency, reflected in ardatively high degree of parentd manipulation in favor
sons. This urgency may be duein part to stricter birth planning enforcement in Tianfu. In
the other hamlets that are not limited to three births, sonless families may view the birth

of daughters with more equanimity because a subsequent birth can supply ason. But
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birth planning limits cannot explain the biases of families with one or more children of
each sex. Inthisgtuation, Tianfu parents tend to intervene to obtain an extra son, while

in the other hamlets the intervention is to obtain an extra daughter.

The reasons for this daughter bias go back to our stylized image of the family system of
the aborigind peoples of south China. The Meifu hamlets have few concerns about
property. The hillsdes are acommuna resource exploitable by those who have the [abor
power, which daughters can supply. Because swidden agriculture does not involve land
tenure, draft animals, or cogtly toals, inheritance is less important, and because it does not
involve complex patterns of labor coordination, descent groups are dso lessimportant.
Thereis correspondingly less concern with a daughters: sexudlity, so the longgui
continues to thrive. Given their inferior economic position, sons are a a disadvantageous
pogition in the marriage market, and obtaining a bride for a second son may be a
consderable expense. In this Situation, an extra daughter may offer more potentia

economic benefits.
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Table 1. Percent Digribution of Cultivated Area by Cultivation Type:
Meifu Township, Five hamlets, and Tianfu

Cultivation Type Mefu Township Five hamlets Tianfu
Irrigated 18 15 36
Dry fidd 16 24 4
Swidden ol 55 7
Other 15 6 53
Tota 100 100 100
Tota areain mu 83%4 2846 941

Source: County Statistics Bureau
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Table2: Percent of Respondents and Husbands Who Can Read,
by Respondent’s Age

Respondent’s age Respondent Husband N
% %
<40 3 18 76
40+ 5 26 39
Totd 3 21 115

Source: Tianfu survey.

Table 3: Percent of Respondents and their Husbands Who Can Speak
Hainanese or Mandarin, by Respondent’s Age

Respondent’s age Respondent Husband N
% %
<40 4 58 76
40+ 13 41 39
Tota 7 52 115

Source: Tianfu survey.
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Table4: Indicatorsof Living Standards and Outside Exposure:
Tianfu Hamlet (N=115)

Percent
Eat meat more than once per year 21
Household has modern goods 23
Ever beento the city 54
Watched a video last month 46

Source: Tianfu survey.

Table5. Respondent’sHamlet of Origin: Tianfu Hamlet

Origin N Percent
Tianfu Hamlet 72 63
Neighboring Mefu Hamlets 37 32
Township segt or elsewhere 6 5
Tota 115 100

Source: Tianfu survey.
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Table6: Reproductive Indicators by Age Group of Respondent,
Mean Valuesand (N): Tianfu Hamlet

Age

I ndicator

<35 35-49 50+
Children ever born 21 3.7 4.5

(51) (37) (29)
Age at first marriage (years) 19.6 20.7 21.3

(51) (35) (24)
Age at firg birth (years) 20.9 21.7 23.5

(50) (35) (23)
2" hirth interval (months) 45 43 44

(30) (33 (21)
Breastfeeding duration, 36 43 40
youngest surviving child (28) (33 (24)
(months)

Source: Tianfu survey.
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Table7: Progresson from Third to Fourth Birth after 1989
asa Birth Planning Indicator: Tianfu Hamlet and the Five Meifu Hamlets

Population Respondents with
three children as of
1989 (at risk)

Five Hamlets 112

Tianfu 26

Tota 138

Source: Meifu Household Registers

Respondentshaving ~ Progresson Ratio
afourth birth in the

1990s
34 .30
3 A1
37 27



Table8a: Survivorship As Reflected in Respondent Reports of
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Children Ever Born and Surviving, by Age of Respondent and Sex of Child:

Tianfu Hamlet
Age Males Females Tota
of R
Born | Alive | Survivd | Born | Alive | Rate Born | Alive | Survivd
Rate Rate
<40 106 86 .81 388 72 .82 194 158 .81
40+ 92 68 74 71 51 72 163 119 73
Tota 198 154 .78 159 123 g7 357 277 .78
Source: Tianfu Survey
Table8b: Estimatesof Life Expectancy at Birth (Eo)
Based on West Mode Life Tables: Tianfu Hamlet
Ageof Iy Assumed Implied Modél Implied Ey
respondent Agerange West Leve
of children
Mae Femde Mde Femde
<40 .81 5-10 14 - 15 13-14 495-51.8| 50.0-52.5
40+ 73 20-30 |12-14 12-13 445-51.8| 47.5-50.0

Source: Table 8aand Code and Demeny 1966.
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Table 9: Sex Ratio of the Population Age 0-14: Rural Hainan and the Study Areas

Sex Rétio
Age(0-14 N Source
(95% confidence
interval)
Hananrurd 115 608,921 1990 Census
(Hainan 1992)
(114.4-115.6)
County rura 110 51,975 1990 Census
(108.1-111.9)
“Meifu Township” 101 2,394 1990 Census
(93.2-109.4)
Five Mefu hamlets 99 567 Regigter, 7/98
(85.7-119.1)
Tianfu Hamlet 124 184 Regigter, 7/98

(93.0—166.3)
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Table 10: Sex Ratio (and n) of Population 0-14
by Sibset Position for Sibsetsof Threeor More:
Five Mefu Hamlets and Tianfu Hamlet 1998

Number and

sex of older

urviving Five Hamlets | Tianfu Hamlet
ghblings (*gbst

position”)

No older

gblings (eldest 131 107
urviving) (88) (31)
No brothers,

one or more 98 183
elder agters (79) (34
No sisters,

one or more 98 93
elder brothers (91) (29)
One or more

elder brothers 62 133
and sgers (89) (28)
Totd 94 126

(347) (122)

Source: Household Registers
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Table11: Coombs Sex Preference Scale,
Per cent Distribution of Responses:

Tianfu Hamlet (N=115)

Response path

0Boys3 Girls
1B2G, 0B3G

1B2G, 2B1G, 0B3G
1B2G, 2B1G, 3B1G
2B1G, 1B2G, 0B3G
2B1G, 1B2G, 3B0G
2B1G, 3B0G

3B0OG

Tota

Percent of Respondents

BN o
ERSwhrooo

100

Source: Tianfu survey.
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Footnotes

! According to the Language Atlas of China, agenetic relationship connecting Kam-Tai
speskersis demongtrated by alarge number of cognate words shared by their languages
and various culturad amilarities, incdluding dwelling style and wedding and funerd

customs (Audtrdian Academy 1988).

2 Edward Schafer’s Shore of Pearls provides a delightful account of early Chinese
sources (1970:55-76). Foreign sources include Reverend B. C. Henry’s Ling-nam
(1886), Hans Stibel’s Die Li Samme der Insel Hainan (1937), and Kunio Odaka' s

Economic Organization of the Li Tribes of Hainan Island (1950).

3 An example of thiswork isareport of 21 hamlet studies from across the idand
conducted in 1954 and 55 undertaken by aresearchers from various organizations, first
published for internd circulation in 1957 (as the Hainandao Lizu gingkuang diaocha
[Survey of the conditions of the Hainan Idand Li]). Under an editoriad committee made
up of scholars from Zhongnan Nationdities Academy, Zhongshan University,
Guangdong Provincia Nationdities Indtitute, and the Hainan Provincid Nationdities
Committee, it was revised and republished in 1992 as Hainandao Lizu shehui diaocha
[Socid investigation of the Hainan Idand Li] (HLSD 1992). Another important example
isaseries of investigations in Tongza County from 1956 to 1960 by researchers
gppointed by the National People' s Congress and the State Nationaities Commission,

and congtituted as the Guangdong Province Minority Nationdity Socia History Survey
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Group. The studies were published in 1986 as Lizu Shehui Lishi Diaocha [Surveysof Li
socid history], edited by one of the researchers of the origina group, Professor Lai
Caiging of Guangdong Nationdities Research Indtitute (Guangdong Province Editorid

Group 1986).

* Most ethnographic work has been concerned with folklore, linguistics, materia culture,
or identity (seefor example: Fu and Su 1982; Guangdong Minzu 1983; Wen 1989; Yin
and Su 1989; Netting 1997; Zhang 2000). One of the few demographic studiesis Zhang

et al. 1993.

® Sociologica and cultural theories that stress the role of norms are a subset of economic
explanations in that they implicitly view sex preferentia behavior asrooted in the interest

of parents.

® Evolutionary biologists read such findings as supportive of the Trivers and Willard
(1973) hypothesis, which holds that parents will invest resources where those resources

can most benefit reproductive success (Seff 1990:27).

" Assuming a sex ratio of hirth of 105 maes per 100 females and no mortality, the

proportion of five-daughter families would be (.4878)° = .02762.

8 These points are gleaned from Eberhard 1968 and Pelzer 1945.
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® Okada mentions that the ethnologist Takeo Kanaseki (1897-1983) made asurvey in the

Meifu region in the 1942. We have not yet located reports from this survey.

10 The timing of the Meifu migration to Hainan is obscure. Stilbel, as quoted by Schafer
(1970:57), believes the Meifu, Ha, and Qi are latecomers to Hainan, as compared to the
Li of the Bashadong (grotto) [the Run or Bendi Li]. Kaneseki, as quoted in Okada

(1950:15), suggests thet the Meifu had arrived on the idand by the end of the Ming

dynasty.

11 One account holds that 40 generations ago a Han trader named Fu Daoke married a
Mefu girl, and dl Meifu are their descendants (HLSD 1992 11:449-450). This same
account notes that some Mefu bear the surname Liu. However, dl the Mefu we
encountered had the surname Fu, and insisted thet al Mefu bear thissurname. Thereare
gpparently many such legends of the Han ancestor. 1n one case, agroup of HaLi became
Meifu and adopted the Fu surname (HSLD 1992 11:401-402). It thus seems dubious that

al Fu are blood relations (see HLSD 1992 11:476).

12 By the late 1980s it was estimated that approximately 6 percent of Hainan's land area

remained under shifting (Swidden) cultivation (Deng 1990:64).

13 The community or Kom was the unit of administration under Qing and Republican
regimes (Okada 1966:115). We have not been able to ascertain whether the township

corresponds to the former Kom.
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14 Comparison of the register kept by the hamlet with that kept by the township revedled

numerous discrepancies in dates of birth.

15 The main characteristics of swidden agriculture are itslack of tillage, the rotation of
fields rather than crops, clearing by means of fire, absence of draft animas and manuring,
use of human labor only, employment of dibble stick or hoe, and short periods of ol
occupancy dternating with long fallow periods (Netting 1974:25, following Pelzer

1945:17).

181N the pre-Communist era area hamlets contested the good bottomland held by Tianfu.
One Tianfu elder considered the suppression of low-level warfare an important advantage

of Communigt rule: “People fed safer now. You can deep at night.”

" The firgt digtribution (known as the “first cycle contract”) occurred in 1983, the second
in 1998. The Hainan government required that the first contracts be extended for an
additiona 30 years, but loca governments made adjustments. Tianfu did in fact adjust

the contracts to reflect changed household composition.

18 ghanlan cultivators sign contracts for their land, but the contracts are formdlities that
do not limit the expandon of cultivation. Contracts are Sgned with the jingjishe
edtablished a the levd of the village smdl group and headed by the smdl group leeder.
Theamdl groupisaleve a or below the hamlet. At the village committee leve this

organ iscdled thejingji lianshe, headed by the adminigrative village leader.
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191n his careful survey of economic conditions in 1942, Kunio Okada (1950:26) noted
that the Meifu seldom est fish or game, and never eat domestic animals (cettle, pigs,

chickens, etc.) except on very special occasons. Then as now, this was by necessity.

20 Based on a 1942 survey, Okada notes:
Among the Mai- Fau Li, dthough the eldest son will form a separate family on
marriage, when there are severd sonsin the family there will be no divison of
property until the second son too marries and forms afamily. In this case, despite
the gpparent exisence of a‘separate’ family, there is no nuclear family in the

sense of acompletely independent unit (1966:117).

L0Okada (1966:118), based on observations made 60 years earlier, notes that the eldest
mae child is normaly regarded as somewhat more important than his siblings, and may
receive asomewhat larger share of property.
Among the Moi-Fau Li it isusud for the parents to take their medls with the
eldest son, even after he has married and formed his own family, and even when
the whole family holds its property in common during the lifetime of the parents,
the parents will normally egt at the house of the eldest son, who will aso take
respongbility for looking after themin old age. The parents tend therefore to
treat the eldest son with dightly more attention than their other children

(1966:117).
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22 |n aneighboring Li township (apparently aQi Li community) 86 percent of couples

were reported to be unions of blood relations (Zhang et a. 1993:138).

23 These customs include parties for “matching songs’ (duige) and other unsupervised
mesetings of unmarried youth. Han “girls houses’ in the Pearl River Ddltaregion (Parish
and Whyte 1978:231-232; Stockard 1989:31-41; 170-171) are probably avestige of the
aborigina longgui. Mating practices strikingly smilar to the Li are aso found among the

Bontoc Igorot of Northern Luzon (Jenks1905: 66-68).

24 In another example of thistrend, our informants told us that some Meifu are giving up

the custom of common gravesin favor of individud graves.

25 Our survey yielded ajuvenile sex ratio of 139. Comparison of the two sources
indicates that some females had died between the time the register was compiled and the

time of our survey. For al comparisons across hamlets we utilize register data only.

26 Although roster data are inferior to birth history data for this purpose, they are quite
servicegble. Unlike birth history data, which can be used to recongtruct the offspring set
at the time of a birth, roster deta reflects the Situation at atime after the birth. Thet the
deeth of eder sblingsin the interim between birth and survey will dter the pogtion in
the offsoring set of the index child is not a deficiency for the measurement of sex-
sdection. If such deaths are random with respect to sex, they should not affect the

pattern, and if they are not random with respect to sex, then they can be considered part
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of the sex-selection process. A more serious problem of roster data concernsthe
potentia for incomplete sbling sets due to adoptions, divorces, or marriages and out-
migrations of elder sblings. This does not appear to be a serious problem in this
population, in which marriage age is rdatively late and adoption and migration of

children appear to berare.

2" Here, satistical inference should not be understood in the conventional sense. The six
Meifu hamlets represent a population universe. Other Meifu hamlets exist, but we do not
maintain that our Sx represent any others. In the present case, inferenceisto the universe
of juvenilesin the Sx hamlets. Data collected a one time point can be imagined asa
single population sampled from a procession of juvenile populations. The estimation was
performed in Stata using the survey estimator option appropriate for samples grouped in a
smal number of clusters, with the results as follows:

L og odds of sex = male, Six Meifu Hamlets (n=469)

Variable Coefficient
Sibset (0 brothers, 1+ sisters) -.28

Sibset (1+ brothers, 0 sgters) -.26

Sibset (1+ brothers, 1+gsters) =73
Tianfu Hamlet -.13
Tianfu* Sibset (0 brothers, 1+ sisters) .76
Tianfu* Sbset (1+ brothers, 1+ sSsters) .90*
Congant 25

*p<.l
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28 The Coombs scale was administered using cards showing drawings of boys and girls
representing the four possible dternative compositions of three-child families three

girls, two girls and one boy, one girl and two boys, and three boys. Respondents are first
presented with al four dternatives. If one of the extreme optionsis sdlected (i.e, all

boys or dl girls), no further dternatives are offered. If one of the mixed optionsis
sdlected (i.e., containing two boys or two girls), then the selected option is withdrawn and

the respondent is presented with the two closest options to either side.

29 Abortion services are generdly offered on adiding scale of fees. Abortions mandated
by the birth planning program are provided at nominad cost, while feesfor eective
abortions are consderably more. Cost of transportation is another significant factor.
Sex-sdective abortion implies an ultrasound examination, which, if available, would

involve an additiond fee

30 Okada (1966:120) observed the Meifu custom of waiting three or four days after abirth

to giveachild aname.

31 Kunio Odaka makes this point in his 1942 study of Meifu economy. He found
virtudly no dass diginctions, and ardaively dight difference in living Sandards

between rich and poor (1950:69- 70).





