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EDITOR'S QUILL 

Two themes have dominated international news about Africa 
in 1984: the catastrophic famine which has engulfed 150 mil
lion p~ple and political developments in South Africa. 

By all counts, the famine which plagued 24 countries in 
1984 ranks as the greatest human tragedy of the 20th century. 
Today, Africa faces a situation that is both desperate and per
verse. Desperate because for the first time 150 million peo
ple are eminently in danger of starvation; perverse because we 
are told that there is abundant food supply in the world suf
ficient to feed everyone. 

The tragic human and ecological crisis unparalleled in the 
history of Africa has finally captured international attention. 
However, the concern for the desperate plight of famine victims 
remains at a simplistic level with immediate reaction being at 
providing emergency relief aid. It seems that the drama of the 
drought has distracted Africa's underlying problems which emer
gency aid cannot solve. 

The famine which struck Africa is the culmination of two 
decades of chronically poor agricultural performance. While 
per-capita food production actually increased in other regions 
of the world, Africa showed a decli ne over the last twenty 
years. Only eight of the thirty-nine countries showed rising 
agricultural production per capita. In the 1960's agricul tural 
growth (by volume) was only 2.3 per cent but during the follow
ing decade production dropped by 1.3 per cent, less than half 
of the population growth. 

A major problem associated with the decline in food pro
duction is the dramatic increase in food imports (wheat, rice 
and maize) which has leaped by 9 per cent since 1960. The 
International Food Policy and Research Institute (IFPRI) esti
mates that historical rates of growth in domestic food produc
tion in Africa, coupled with a constant 1975 level of per capita 
income, would produce in 1990 cereal import of 17 million tons 
- - roughly three times the 1979 level. 

The structural crisis facing Africa and the poor perfor
mance of the agricultural sector embodies the wretched existence 
of the vast majority of the population. Despite two decades 
of "basic needs" and "reaching the rural poor" strategy, the 
appalling material condition of the Continent has worsened. 
Annual per capita income in 1980 has stood at about $420, life 
expectancy the lowest and death rate the highest in the world. 
It is estimated that one-fifth of the children die before their 
fi rst birthday and by many accounts less than 25 percent of the 
population has access to drinking water. 
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This alarming development and the human tragedy it has 
precipated must be reversed. Priorities have to be changed 
and bold measures have to be taken to make Africa self-suffi
cient in food production. It is obvious that the Central 
resources of the Continent are its people. Only their organ
ized political and social power will open new vistas of devel
opment and assure both the satisfaction fo human needs and the 
protection of the fragile ecology of the Continent . 

1984 also saw important developments taking place in 
Southern Africa notably the signing of the Lusaka Agreement 
and the Nkomati Accord between South Africa and its neighboring 
countries of Angola and Mozambique. The reelection of the 
Reagan Administration for another term has given additional 
life to the policy of "constructive engagement" which has 
aligned the U.S. more closely with the white minority govern
ment. As part of this closer and warmer relation , the Reagan 
Administration, despite public opposition has extended to 
South Africa political, economic and military support. Since 
the beginning of 1984, the Reagan Administration has l ifted 
control of certain exports to the South African military and 
police totalling $23.3 mi ll ion between 1981 and 1983; allowed 
several critical nuclear exports; supported a $1.1 billion 
International Monetary Fund (IMF) loan to South Africa; set up 
a trade promotion office in Johannesburg; put heavy diplomatic 
pressure on Angola and Mozambique to sign "non-aggression" 
accords with South Africa; linked the settl ement of Namibia's 
independence to the withdrawal of Cuban troops from Angola and 
vetoed U.N. Security Council condemning South Africa's flagrant 
violation of the sovereignty of its neighboring countries . 

The close alliance between the U.S. and South Africa has 
exacerbated violence , unrest and repression. The white minor
ity regime has unleashed terror in many black townships through
out 1984 killing many people. When the Federation of South 
African Trade Unions (FOSATU) staged a two day strike on 
November 5/6, it was reported that as many as 800,000 black 
workers stayed away from work in support of both economic and 
political reforms. 

The strike represented the first major intervention by all 
sections of the growing black trade union movement. In the 
wake of the strike, the regime imprisoned several trade union 
leaders and took other repressive measures. 

In response to the growing repression in South Africa and 
the policy of "constructive engagement" the international anti
apar theid movement has significantly expanded its activities 
and influence. 

It is clear that the white minority regime will not relin-

5 



quish power to the majority of the blacks in South Africa. 
Whatever methods may be chosen by the people of South Africa 
to remove apartheid and its institutional violence, they will 
have the support of people who cherish freedom, justice and 
equality. 

Fassil Demissie 
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C ALL F O R PAPE RS 

UFAHAMU IS PLANNING TO PUBLISH A SPECIAL ISSUE DEVOTED 

TO WOMEN OF AFRICA AND THE DIASPORA. THIS ISSUE WILL APPEAR 

IN THE SPRING/SUMMER OF 1985. 

WE ARE NOW CONSIDERING ARTI CLES, SHORT STORIES, POETRY, 

ARTWORK, ETC. FROM ALL DISCIPLINES PERTAINING TO AFRICAN 

WOMEN. WE ARE ESPECIALLY LOOKING FOR CONTRIBUTIONS BY AFRICAN 

WOMEN FROM THE CONTINENT AND THE DIASPORA. 

De a dline: Papers, etc. should be submitted no later than 
April 30, 1985 for this special issue. 

*************************************************************** 

***TO OUR SUBSCRIBERS*** 

Our subsaription rates will. ahange beginning !Jith Volume 15~ 
Pall 1985. The new rates will be as follows: 

Individuals (three issues per year) 
Single issues 
Institutions 
Individuals 
Single issues 
Institutions 
Air rrail postage overseas add 

$14. 00 (U. S . & Canada) 
6.00 (U . S . & Canada) 

20. 00 (U .S. & Canada) 
16.00 (Overseas) 
'l . SO (Overseas) 

22. 00 (Overseas) 
7. 50 to the yearly rate 
2.50 single issue rate 

*************************************************************** 
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