
UC Merced
Proceedings of the Annual Meeting of the Cognitive Science 
Society

Title
Does production facilitate learning morphosyntactic generalisations?

Permalink
https://escholarship.org/uc/item/1cd8n4hm

Journal
Proceedings of the Annual Meeting of the Cognitive Science Society, 45(45)

Authors
Keogh, Aislinn
Pankratz, Elizabeth
Kirby, Simon
et al.

Publication Date
2023
 
Peer reviewed

eScholarship.org Powered by the California Digital Library
University of California

https://escholarship.org/uc/item/1cd8n4hm
https://escholarship.org/uc/item/1cd8n4hm#author
https://escholarship.org
http://www.cdlib.org/


Does production facilitate learning morphosyntactic generalisations?
Aislinn Keogh

University of Edinburgh, Edinburgh, United Kingdom

Elizabeth Pankratz
University of Edinburgh, Edinburgh, United Kingdom

Simon Kirby
The University of Edinburgh, Edinburgh, United Kingdom

Jennifer Culbertson
University of Edinburgh, Edinburgh, United Kingdom

Abstract

Active production helps L1 and L2 learners to notice linguistic generalisations better than passive learning does. Here,
we explore whether a production task encourages learners to identify less obvious generalisations when more than
one analysis is possible. We taught participants an artificial language compatible with two grammatical analyses: one
that marks semantic roles using word order, the other using case suffixes. After training, half of the participants did a
comprehension task, and the other half did a production task. We predicted that the comprehension group would adopt
the English-like word order analysis, while the production groupwould be more likely to learn the recurring case suffixes
and thus adopt the alternative analysis. Although this prediction was not supported, exploratory analysis suggests that
production did increase participants’ certainty about their chosen analysis. We suspect that participants arrived at the
familiar word order analysis first and then did not consider alternative hypotheses.
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