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18 UFAHAMU 

conferences. An informal meeting of graduate students at an annual conference 
may be a simple way to begin. For example, we propose that there is a need 
for consideration of the role of graduate students in the annual conferences of 
the most important professional association in African Studies, the ASA. 

The idea here is not to add more work but to consider the value of 
the work we are doing. By and large, we do not yet have much power in 
making decisions related to funding, hiring, and curriculum. We often fmd 
that the context of our study has changed, particularly from those in which 
our professors worked, sometimes in the constraints and challenges to our 
studying at our home institutions as well as our work abroad. Additionally, 
the topics of inquiry and the pressing issues in Africa have shifted, and 
graduate students want to be part of determining the research agenda in 
African studies. As editors of Ufahamu, we want to highlight what we sec as 
a need for dialogue among Africanist graduate students and encourage the 
start of a discussion on these issues. We invite graduate students to meet 
with their cohorts and contact us via email or mail with thoughts and 
suggestions about our contributions to the Africanist community. 

Shobana Shankar & Lahra Smith 




