UC Berkeley

Places

Title
Iceland -- Blaa Lonid [Roots]

Permalink
https://escholarship.org/uc/item/31d5401

Journal
Places, 9(3)

ISSN
0731-0455

Author
Bjorgvinsson, Zophonias

Publication Date
1995-01-15

Peer reviewed

eScholarship.org

Powered by the California Diqital Library

University of California


https://escholarship.org/uc/item/31d5j40f
https://escholarship.org
http://www.cdlib.org/

In 1974 the Sudurnes Regional
Heating Comparny built a geothermal
power station, which provides pollu-
tion-free electricity and heating to sev-
eral towns, in one of Iceland’s largest
lava fields. The project unexpectedly
facilitated the creation of a popular
bathing and hang-out spot, which local
residents call Blda Lénid (the Blue
Lagoon), because of the strikingly
creamy blue color of the water.

The plant taps into an aquifer deep
underground and draws up hot steam
and water, which is used for driving
electric generating turbines and heating
buildings. The water that is discharged
from the plant mixes with sea water just
beneath the porous lava field, creating a
hot-water lake. The healing power of
the water’s chemical mixture, the sur-
real natural setting and the vivid indus-
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trial architecture have combined to

make this place popular among locals
and tourists alike.

The lake now has comfortable
bathing facilities and a motel for longer
stays, all created by entrepreneurs who
were quick to realize the lagoon’s
potentials. SRHC has encouraged this
development, which, it believes, edu-
cates people about the often hidden
processes of generating electricity and
heat and about the pollution-free tech-
nology the plant uses.

As Earth’s resources dwindle, indus-
tries must find ways to consume less
and to forge creative new relationships
with their surroundings. One strategy
may be to imagine industrial land-
scapes as places for tourism, as at Blda
Lénid. Such an approach will certainly

help convince owners, managers and

investors of the benefits of pollution-
free environments.

SRHC has succeeded not only in
supplying its customers with power and
heat but also in creating a base for eco-
nomic activity for years to come —
while consuming a minimum of
resources, generating a minimum of
waste and creating a remarkable juxta-
position of architecture and landscape.
Blda Lénid clearly demonstrates that
clean and healthy technology can exist
next to human habitation and have a
positive influence on its surroundings.
And it demonstrates the possibilities

that serendipity can unleash.
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