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STDS00.COD 
 
Douglas R. White and Michael L. Burton 
University of California, Irvine. 
 
This is the Annotated Cumulative Codebook: Standard Cross-Cultural Sample 
 
Keywords: World Cultures 
 
This codebook provides a self-contained system for labeling and interpreting the codes on 
societies in the Standard Cross-Cultural Sample, as published in the World Cultures Electronic 
Journal. The sequential variable numbers assigned to variables are used consistently throughout 
the journal. Code numbers, labels, and variable names are edited for consistency and clarity 
within the cumulative database. This codebook is intended to be as useful, if not more so, for 
cross-cultural comparisons with microcomputers than the articles in which the codes were 
originally published. The coded data are also edited, and occasionally corrected after a 
rereading of the original ethnographic materials, always in a way that remains as close as 
possible to the original intent and definitions of the authors. 
 
1.  CODES 

 
The codebook identifies a set of codes by an abbreviated substantive title of the book or article 
in which the codes were first published, and provides an exact reference to the original source. 
The name of the computer datafile for the set of codes is given. The Cumulative Number and 
Name is given for every variable in each datafile. Under each variable are found several rows 
containing frequency, code number, and descriptor information. (1) On the left is the number of 
societies in the Standard Cross-Cultural Sample that have as a characteristic the descriptive 
label to the right. These frequencies, including missing data, always sum to the sample size of 
186. These are the univariate marginal frequencies of the variables, and they can be checked 
against the MARGINALS option (#17) in the MAPTAB program (World Cultures Volume 1, 
Number 3, Supplement) for particular variables. (2) Second is a code number corresponding to 
the descriptive label. (3) On the right is the descriptive label. Each variable is a set of mutually 
exclusive categories, so that if sufficient information is available, a given society is assigned to 
one of the categories or descriptive labels. This is the CODE NUMBER assigned to the society. 
There are, for example, seven (7) societies under variable 1 with no intercommunity trade. 
 
Headings for this format appear at the top of each page when this file is printed with PC-Write, 
which is distributed with the Journal. For programmers using the codebook as a formatted file 
(as does MAPTAB) the variable number appears in cols. 1-4,  frequencies in 5-7,  code 
numbers in 11-12, and Labels beginning in col. 16. 
 
A different format is used when there is a series of variables that use the same code categories. 
Here, all of the variable names occur first, and are repeated in columns to the right of the code 
categories. The Code Numbers and Labels appear but once, followed by the number of cases in 
each category for each of the variables in the columns. See variables 93-148 for examples. 
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2.  ANNOTATIONS:  RELIABILITY AND VALIDITY 

 
This edition begins the annotation of information on reliability and validity of codes. 
Statements or evidence presented by authors are cited, and tests of reliability or validity using 
codes from different studies reported. The editors of the World Cultures journal have appointed 
a Blue Ribbon Variables committee, headed by J. M. W. Whiting, to survey the high quality 
variables. One of their first tasks will be the compilation of judgments or references about 
reliability and validity. This is an ongoing effort. Contributions to this end are welcome. 
 
3.  BIBLIOGRAPHY OF CODED STUDIES USING THE 
STANDARD SAMPLE 

 
The initial sample design, several codes, and suggested primary and secondary authorities, as 
well as the pinpointing of the best described social units in time and space, are found in: 
Murdock, George P., and Douglas R. White. 1969. Standard Cross-Cultural Sample. Ethnology 
8:329-369. 
 
Under the entries in this bibliography are listed the name of the datafile containing coded data 
from this study, the issue of World Cultures in which the codes are published, and the variable 
numbers of the codes in the cumulative codebook. 
 
The ten studies below contain references in the order indicated by the numbers in the eight 
columns to the left of each entry in the ethnographic bibliography. Studies 8-10 are indicated by 
+, & and ~ in column eight. 
 
1. Murdock, G. P., and Diana O. Morrow. 1970. Subsistence Economy and Supportive 
Practices: Cross-Cultural Codes 1. Ethnology 9:302-330. Reprinted in Herbert Barry III and 
Alice Schlegel, eds. 1980. Cross-Cultural Codes and Samples. Pittsburgh: University of 
Pittsburgh Press. 
 STDS1.DAT  Issue 1#1 1- 22 
 
2. Murdock, G. P., and Suzanne F. Wilson. 1972. Settlement Patterns and Community 
Organization: Cross Cultural Codes 3. Ethnology 11:254-295. Reprinted in Herbert Barry III 
and Alice Schlegel, eds. 1980. (op. cit.). 
 STDS3.DAT  Issue 1#1 60- 80 
 
3. Barry, Herbert, III and Leonora M. Paxson. 1971. Infancy and Early Childhood: Cross-
Cultural Codes 2. Ethnology 10:466-508. Reprinted in Herbert Barry III and Alice Schlegel, 
eds. 1980. (op. cit.).  
 STDS2.DAT  Issue 1#1 23- 60 
 
4. Barry, Herbert, III, Lili Josephson, Edith Lauer, and Catherine Marshall. 1976. Traits 
Inculcated in Childhood: Cross-Cultural Codes 5. Ethnology 15:83-114. Reprinted in Herbert 
Barry III and Alice Schlegel, eds. 1980. (op. cit.).  
 STDS13.DAT  Issue 1#2 293-336 
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5. Tuden, Arthur, and Catherine Marshall. 1972. Political Organization: Cross-Cultural Codes 
4. Ethnology 11:436-464. Reprinted in Herbert Barry III and Alice Schlegel, eds. 1980. (op. 
cit.). (Bibliography includes only additional sources to 1-3 above.)  
 STDS4.DAT  Issue 1#1 81- 98 
 
6. Murdock, George P., and Caterina Provost. 1973. Factors in the Division of Labor by Sex: A 
Cross-Cultural Analysis. Ethnology 12: 2-3-225. Reprinted in Herbert Barry III and Alice 
Schlegel, eds. 1980. (op. cit.). 
 STDS5.DAT  Issue 1#1 99-149 
 
7. Murdock, George P., S.F. Wilson, and V. Frederick. 1978. World Distributions of Theories 
of Illness. Ethnology 17:449-470. These codes reappear in George P. Murdock, 1980. Theories 
of Illness: A World Survey. Pittsburgh: University of Pittsburgh Press. 
 STDS25.DAT  Issue 1#4 645-656 
 
8. Broude, Gwen J., and Sarah J. Greene. 1976. Cross-Cultural Codes on Twenty Sexual 
Attitudes and Practices. Ethnology 12:409-29. Reprinted in Herbert Barry III and Alice 
Schlegel, eds. 1980. (op. cit.). [Bibliography cites only those additional sources for 13 societies 
plus three alternates]. 
 STDS7.DAT  Issue 1#1 159-178 
 
9. Whyte, Martin K. 1979. Cross-Cultural Codes Dealing with the Relative Status of Women. 
Ethnology 17:211-37. Reprinted in Herbert Barry III and Alice Schlegel, eds. 1980. (op. cit.). 
[Bibliography cites additional sources only for two societies]. 
 STDS23/24.DAT Issue 1#4 576-636 
 
10. Winkelman, Michael L., and Douglas R. White. 1986. A Cross-Cultural Study of Magico-
Religious Practitioners and Trance States: Data Base. 1986. World Cultures 2#3. 
 STDS38.DAT  Issue 2#3 879-884 
 
Additional codes drawing on the same bibliographic references are provided in: 
 
11. Whiting, John W. M. Climate Codes. World Cultures 1#1. 
 STDS8.DAT  Issue 1#1 179-199 
 
12. Murdock, George P. 1961-1971. Ethnographic Atlas. Ethnology serial installments. Most of 
these reappear in George P. Murdock, 1967, The Ethnographic Atlas: A Summary, and 1981, 
Atlas of World Cultures, both published by the University of Pittsburgh Press. 
 STDS9/10/11/12.DAT Issue 1#2 200-292 
 
13. Murdock, George P., and Catherine Provost. 1973. Measurement of Cultural Complexity. 
Ethnology 12:379-392. Reprinted in Herbert Barry III and Alice Schlegel, eds. 1980. (op. cit.).  
 STDS6.DAT  Issue 1#1 149-158 
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14. Barry, Herbert, III, L. Josephson, E. Lauer, and C. Marshall. 1977. Agents and Techniques 
for Child Training: Cross-Cultural Codes 6. Ethnology 16:191-230. Reprinted in Herbert Barry 
III and Alice Schlegel, eds. 1980. (op. cit.). 
 STDS14/15/16/17/18.DAT Issue 1#2 337-480 
 
15. Rohner, Ronald P., and Evelyn C. Rohner. 1981. Parental-Acceptance-Rejection and 
Parental Control: Cross-Cultural Codes. Ethnology 20:245-260. 
 STDS19/20.DAT  Issue 1#2 1#4  481-528 
 
16. Schlegel, Alice, and Herbert Barry III. 1979. Adolescent Initiation Ceremonies: A Cross-
Cultural Code. Ethnology 18:199-210. Reprinted in Herbert Barry III and Alice Schlegel, eds. 
1980. (op. cit.). 
 STDS21.DAT  Issue 1#4 529-560 
 
17. Paige, Karen E., and Jeffrey M. Paige. 1981. The Politics of Reproductive Ritual. Berkeley: 
University of California Press. 
 STDS22.DAT  Issue 1#4 561-575 
 
18. Murdock, George P. 1970. Kin Term Patterns and their Distribution. Ethnology 9:165-207. 
Reprinted in Herbert Barry III and Alice Schlegel, eds. 1980. (op. cit.). 
 STDS25.DAT  Issue 1#4 637-644 
 
19. Sanday, Peggy R. 1981. Female Power and Male Dominance: Cross-Cultural Codes. World 
Cultures 1#4. 
 STDS26.DAT  Issue 1#4 657-679 
 
20. Whyte, Martin K. 1985. The Status of Women in Preindustrial Societies: Dependent and 
Independent Variables. World Cultures 1#4.  
 STDS27/28.DAT Issue 1#4 680-738 
 
21. Broude, Gwen J., and Sarah J. Greene. 1983. Cross-Cultural Codes on Husband-Wife 
Relationships. Ethnology 22:263-280. 
 STDS29.DAT  Issue 1#4 739-755 
 
22. Ross, Marc H. 1983. Political Decision-Making and Conflict: Additional Cross-Cultural 
Codes and Scales. Ethnology 22:169-192.  
 STDS30.DAT  Issue 2#2 756-797 
 
23. Rohner, Ronald P., D. Scott Berg and Evelyn C. Rohner. 1982. Data Quality Control in the 
Standard Cross-Cultural Sample: Cross-Cultural Codes. Ethnology 21:359-369. 
 STDS31.DAT  Issue 2#2 798-813 
 
24. Barry, Herbert, III, and Alice Schlegel. 1982. Cross-Cultural Codes on Contributions by 
Women to Subsistence. Ethnology 21:165-188.  
 STDS32.DAT  Issue 2#2 814-826 
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25. Barry, Herbert, III, and Alice Schlegel. 1984. Measurements of Adolescent Sexual Behavior 
in the Standard Sample of Societies. Ethnology 21:165-188. 
 STDS33.DAT  Issue 2#2 827-832 
 
26. Murdock, George P., and Douglas R. White. 1969. Standard Cross-Cultural Sample. 
Ethnology 8:329-369. Reprinted in Herbert Barry III and Alice Schlegel, eds. 1980. (op. cit.). 
 STDS34.DAT  Issue 2#2 833-850 
 
27. Burton, Michael L., Douglas R. White, and John M. W. Whiting. 1986. Language 
Classification for the Standard Sample. World Cultures 2#2. 
 STDS35.DAT  Issue 2#2 851-853 
 
28. White, Douglas R., John M. W. Whiting, and Michael L. Burton. 1986. Climate and 
Subsistence Codes. World Cultures 2#2. 
 STDS36.DAT  Issue 2#2 854-859 
 
29. White, Douglas R. 1987 (re-edited). Rethinking Polygyny: Co-wives, Codes and Cultural 
Systems. World Cultures 2#2. 
 STDS37.DAT  Issue 2#2 860-878 
 
30. White, Douglas R. 1986. Female Contributions to Subsistence: Measurement and 
Reliability. 1986. World Cultures 2#3. 
 STDS39.DAT  Issue 2#3 885-890 
 
31. Wheeler, Valerie. 1974. Drums and Guns: A Cross-Cultural Study of the Nature of War. Ph. 
D. Dissertation, University of Oregon. 
 STDS40.DAT  Issue 3#1 891-916 
 
32. Patterson, Orlando. 1982. Slavery and Social Death: A Comparative Study. Cambridge: 
Harvard University Press. 
 STDS41.DAT  Issue 3#1 917-920 
 
33. Pryor, Frederick. 1986. The Adoption of Agriculture: Some Theoretical and Empirical 
Evidence. American Anthropologist 88:879-897. 
 STDS42.DAT  Issue 3#1 921-930 
 
34. Frayser, Suzanne. 1985. Varieties of Sexual Experience. HRAF Press.  
 STDS43.DAT  Issue 3#1 931-985 
 
35. Rohner, Ronald P., and Evelyn C. Rohner. 1982. Enculturative Continuity and the 
Importance of Caretakers: Cross-Cultural Codes. Behavior Science Research. 
 STDS44.DAT  Issue 3#1 986-1005 
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36. Murdock, George P. 1971. Cross-Sex Patterns of Kin Behavior. Ethnology 10:359-368. 
Reprinted in Herbert Barry III and Alice Schlegel, eds. 1980. (op. cit.). Also: Murdock, George 
P. 1965. Ethnographic Atlas #14. Ethnology 4:241-250. 1965. Ethnographic Atlas #16. 
Ethnology 4:448-455. 1966. Ethnographic Atlas #20. Ethnology 5:442-448.  
 STDS48.DAT  Issue 3#  1113- 
 
37. Murdock, George P. 1968. Patterns of Sibling Terminology. Ethnology 7:1-24. Reprinted in 
Herbert Barry III and Alice Schlegel, eds. 1980. (op. cit.). 
 STDS49.DAT  Issue 3# ---- 




