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THE CARPENTRIES
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LIBRARY CARPENTRY
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Helps librarians to:

● automate repetitive tasks
● work effectively with IT and 

systems colleagues
● create, maintain and analyse 

sustainable and reusable data
● better understand the use of 

data/software in research
● and much more…

LIBRARY CARPENTRY
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LIBRARY CARPENTRY

• For librarians, by librarians

• Relies heavily on the pedagogy, structures, 
norms of the Carpentries

• Welcoming & safe learning environment 

• Collaborative environment for building & 
improving training modules 
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LIBRARY CARPENTRY

https://repository.ubuntunet.net/handle/10.20374/98
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LIBRARY CARPENTRY

https://repository.ubuntunet.net/handle/10.20374/98

https://repository.ubuntunet.net/handle/10.20374/98


Lesson Development
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Nov. 15, 2015

● James Baker started at 
British Library

● 4 contributors
● Lessons on Data Into, Shell, 

Git, OpenRefine
● In more fixed documents, 

such as, slides and word
● One-off over 4 weeks 

Dec. 9, 2017

● 32 Contributors
● Lessons modularized & made 

consistency 
● Each lesson has 2 

maintainers
● Added Python, SQL, & 

Webscraping lessons
● Gitter group chat
● 2 lesson sprints organized by 

Belinda Weaver catalyzed 
lessons/community
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•

Etherpad Sign-up
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Build Community Around Lessons





18

Build Capacity

• First cohort of librarian-focused Carpentries Instructor 
training



Workshops
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Next Steps
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● Need infrastructure and staff to grow and 
respond to burgeoning demand
○ Currently we are using some part of the 

Carpentries 
● Need a steering committee that can engage 

with funders
● Need to establish ground rules about what 

kind of community we are
● Need a formal assessment program (current 

on is ad-hoc)

Challenges 
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● A recent IMLS grant has also been won by CDL’s UC3 in the US 
to fund Library Carpentry coordinator role and development in 
the US

● After an Oct. community call, there’s general support from the 
community to merge with the Carpentries

● A interim steering committee will be formed to open discussions 
with the Carpentries and manage the details of a merge

● Small group to work with the Carpentries’ Assessment Director 
to align our assessment efforts with other carpentries as 
possible with the goal of inter-carpentry analysis

Recent Developments
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