
UC Merced
Proceedings of the Annual Meeting of the Cognitive Science 
Society

Title
What is a Textbook Layout that Everyone Understands? :  Towards a Comprehensive 
Understanding of Text and Supplementary Information

Permalink
https://escholarship.org/uc/item/7hp8g1st

Journal
Proceedings of the Annual Meeting of the Cognitive Science Society, 45(45)

Authors
Takahashi, Maiko
Kondo, Takeo

Publication Date
2023
 
Peer reviewed

eScholarship.org Powered by the California Digital Library
University of California

https://escholarship.org/uc/item/7hp8g1st
https://escholarship.org
http://www.cdlib.org/


What is a Textbook Layout that Everyone Understands? : Towards a
Comprehensive Understanding of Text and Supplementary Information

Maiko Takahashi
University of Tokyo, Tokyo, Japan

Takeo Kondo
University of Tokyo, Tokyo, Japan

Abstract

Textbooks often consist not only of textual information but also of supplementary information. In this study, we inves-
tigated whether the comprehension and accessibility of supplementary information differs when it is placed around the
text or inserted into the text. 81 university students were asked to read texts with supplementary information around
the text and texts with supplementary information inserted into the text, and to answer questions related to the content.
They were asked to answer questions about the content. They were also asked about their reading skills and the ease
with which they could understand each text. The results showed that comprehension scores were higher when addi-
tional information was inserted into the text. In addition, only participants who think they are poor readers rated the
supplementary information as easier to understand and remember when it was inserted into the text. Based on these
results, the better layout of the textbook was discussed.
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