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MORPHOLOGY AT SANTA CRUZ 
 

PAPERS IN HONOR OF JORGE HANKAMER 
 

 
This volume contains a series of working papers that are the result of a seminar on theories of 
morphology, taught by Jorge Hankamer at UCSC during the fall of 2009. At the root of both the papers 
and the seminar is the Morphology Reading Group (MRG), whose history deserves some attention.  
 
The original MRG was held, from what we can tell, sometime during the early 2000s.  In its current form, 
the group has been running quarter after quarter since 2005. Over the course of these last five years, these 
meetings, which involve discussion and sometimes presentations (by individual members) of readings in 
morphology, have served the purpose of educating several generations of UCSC Linguistics graduate 
students in the fundamentals of areas of morphology and in particular approaches to morphology, with 
special attention to the theory of Distributed Morphology. The result has been a renaissance in 
investigations in morphology (including morphophonology and morphosyntax) in the UCSC Linguistics 
Department. This renewed interest and investment in morphological investigations led to the 2009 
Morphology seminar and to a number of student publications, as detailed in the list below.  
 
Alrenga, Peter. 2005. A sentential subject asymmetry in English and its implications for the theory of complement selection. 

Syntax 8(3): pp. 175-207. 
Barker, Chris. 1989. Extrametricality and the cycle: Word stress in Turkish. In J. Itô and J. Runner, eds., Phonology at Santa 

Cruz, vol. 1. Santa Cruz, CA: Syntax Research Center, pp. 1-33. 
Barker, Chris, Jorge Hankamer, and John Moore. 1990. "Wa" and "Ga" in Turkish. In K. Dziwirek, P. Farrell, and E. Mejias-

Bikandi, eds., Grammatical Relations: A Cross-Theoretical Perspective. Palo Alto, CA: Center for the Study of Language 
and Information/SLA, pp. 21-43. 

Black, H. Andrew. 1993. Constraint-Ranked Derivation: A Serial Approach to Optimization. Ph.D. Dissertation, University of 
California, Santa Cruz. 

Gribanova, Vera. 2008. Russian prefixes and palatalization in Stratal OT. In. C.B. Chang and H.J. Haynie, eds., Proceedings of 
the 26th West Coast Conference on Formal Linguistics. Somerville, MA: Cascadilla Proceedings Project, pp. 217-225. 

Gribanova, Vera. 2009. Phonological evidence for a distinction between Russian prepositions and prefixes. In G. Zybatow, D. 
Lenertová, U. Junghanns, and P. Biskup, eds., Studies in Formal Slavic Phonology, Morphology, Syntax, Semantics, and 
Information Structure: Proceedings of FDSL 7, Leipzig 2007. Frankfurt: Peter Lang, pp. 383-396. 

Gribanova, Vera. 2010. Composition and Locality: The Morphosyntax and Morphophonology of The Russian Verbal Complex. 
Ph.D. Dissertation, University of California, Santa Cruz. 

Gribanova, Vera and Ascander Dost. 2006. Definiteness marking in the Bulgarian. In D. Baumer, D. Montero, and M. Scanlon, 
eds., Proceedings of the 25th West Coast Conference on Formal Linguistics. Somerville, MA: Cascadilla Proceedings 
Project, pp. 132-140. 

Kramer, Ruth. 2008. Virtual relative clauses in Middle Egyptian. In N. Adams, et al., Proceedings of the 40th Annual Meeting of 
the Chicago Linguistic Society (CLS 40), vol. 2. Chicago: CLS, pp. 135-149.  

Kramer, Ruth. 2009. Definite Markers, Phi-Features, and Agreement: A Morphosyntactic Investigation of the Amharic DP. Ph.D. 
Dissertation, University of California, Santa Cruz. 

Kramer, Ruth. 2009. VSO and SVO word order in Middle Egyptian. In C.G. Häberl, ed., Afroasiatic Studies in Memory of Robert 
Hetzron: Proceedings of the 35th Annual North American Conference on Afrioasiatic Linguistics. Cambridge: Cambridge 
Scholars Press, pp.92-147. 

Kramer, Ruth. 2010. The Amharic definite marker and the syntax-morphology interface. Syntax 13(4): pp.196-240. 
Hankamer, Jorge and Line Mikkelsen. 2001. The morphosyntax of definiteness in Danish. In Seamus Mac Bhloscaidh, ed., 

Syntax at Santa Cruz, vol. 3. Santa Cruz, CA: Linguistics Research Center, pp. 59-80. 
Hankamer, Jorge and Line Mikkelsen. 2005. When movement must be blocked: A reply to Embick and Noyer. Linguistic Inquiry 

36(1): pp. 85-125. 
Lee-Schoenfeld, Vera. 2010. German "VP"-fronting: A matter of syntax? Talk given at Deutsche Gesellschaft fuer 

Sprachwissenschaft. AG 2: Quirky Vorfeld Phenomena, Humboldt-Universität zu Berlin. 25 February 2010. 
Merchant, Jason. 2001. The Syntax of Silence: Sluicing, Islands, and The Theory of Ellipsis. Oxford: Oxford University Press. 
Mikkelsen, Line and Jorge Hankamer. 2002. A morphological analysis of definite nouns in Danish. Journal of Germanic 

Linguistics 14(2):pp. 137-175. 
Mikkelsen, Line and Jorge Hankamer. 2008. Definiteness marking and the structure of Danish pseudopartitives. Journal of 

Linguistics 44(2): pp.317-346. 
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Moore, John. 1988. Raising in Turkish. In J. Powers and K. de Jong, eds., Proceedings of the Fifth Eastern States Conference on 
Linguistics, pp. 349-360. 

Moore, John. 1998. Turkish copy-raising and A-chain locality. Natural Language and Linguistic Theory 16(3): pp. 149-189. 
O'Herin, Brian. 2002. Case and Agreement in Abaza. Dallas, TX: SIL International. 
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689. 
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Sherman (Ussishkin), Adam. 1997. VP ellipsis and subject positions in Modern Hebrew. In Proceedings of the Israel Association 

for Theoretical Linguistics. Bar-Ilan University. 
Tucker, Matthew A. 2011. Roots and prosody: The Iraqi Arabic derivational verb. Recherches Linguistique de Vincennes 39: 

Racine et Radical:pp.31-68. 
Tucker, Matthew A. 2011. Iraqi Arabic verbs: The need for roots and templates. In Byram Washburn, et al. (eds.), The 
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Proceedings Project. 

Vahedi, Katrina. 2008. Participial Gapping: Evidence for Post-Syntactic Morphological Agreement. M.A. Thesis, University of 
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The MRG also served as a model for numerous other subsequent student initiatives and reading groups at 
UCSC: the Prosody Interest Reading Group, Crosslinguistic Investigations in Syntax-Phonology, and the 
Fieldwork Lab.  
 
The primary cause of this renaissance, we strongly believe, is the intellectual fortitude and generosity of 
MRG’s mentor, Jorge Hankamer. It is no surprise that Jorge’s colleagues, students and advisees have a 
deep gratitude and appreciation for his work in Linguistics and on the UCSC campus. This gratitude is 
reflected in multitudes of ways, not least via the Hankamer Webfest page. Nevertheless, we feel very 
strongly that Jorge’s role as the advisor of MRG and encourager of students’ collaborative intellectual 
initiatives is entirely special, and deserving of a separate expression of gratitude.  
 
Jorge’s dedicated involvement in reading group meetings fostered an intellectual environment which was 
uniquely conducive to friendly, collaborative exploration of material that was frequently difficult and 
usually entirely new for many participants.  It is difficult not to come away from these meetings with the 
impression that Jorge’s mere presence has a special force of its own, encouraging higher-quality 
discussions and a higher degree of responsibility in analytical thinking. Jorge has the unique ability to 
encourage student-led initiatives by providing just the right degree of support and intellectual freedom. 
His obvious enjoyment of the material, the discussion and our group intellectual endeavor never ceases to 
inspire us.  With our deepest gratitude, we dedicate this volume to him. 
 
 
     Vera Gribanova, Ruth Kramer, and Matthew A. Tucker 
             Santa Cruz, CA           
              March, 2011 




