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FIGURE 1. Geographical areas used to summarize California fisheries statistics
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2. ERRATA

Errata for Fish Bulletin 173
Table 11. Page 41 and 43

3. INTRODUCTION
Landing bulletins provide basic catch records of amounts and values of marine resources taken by California's com-
mercial fisheries plus summarizations of catches by the passenger-carrying fishing industry. These figures are of
local, national, and international significance to those interested in the wise utilization and management of Califor-
nia's living marine resources.

This report for 1977 through 1986 is the 37th in a series stemming from the first gathering of commercial fisheries
landing data by the California Department of Fish and Game in 1916 and the subsequent first publication of these
catch data in 1929 for the years 1926 and 1927.

California's fishery statistics are based on a system where fish dealers, processors, and operators of passenger-car-
rying fishing vessels send duplicate copies of their landing records to the department. Fish Bulletin 86 (Bureau of
Marine Fisheries 1952), which reported the catch for 1950, describes fully the system and methods used in collect-
ing commercial fish records. Basic principles remain the same today as then, although some methods and equipment
have changed. Young (1969) described the passenger-carrying vessel industry in Fish Bulletin 145.

Credit for this publication is due largely to the cooperative efforts of the fishing industry, wholesale fish dealers,
fishermen, canners, processors, and Department personnel responsible for the market receipt system who have,
through their efforts, provided the most accurate statistics possible. The utmost appreciation is extended to this large
group of people without which this publication would not be possible.

4. EXPLANATION OF TABLES
Tables in this bulletin summarize statistics of the various fishery operations in California from 1977 through 1986.

For the 10-year period this series of reports gives: commercial fish landings and value by area, imports of tuna
(shipments) from other states or countries destined for processing in California, and Commercial Passenger Fishing
Vessel (CPFV or partyboat) catches. Numbers of licensed commercial fishermen and registered fishing vessels are
also reported. The commercial fish landings and shipments (imports) are combined in the tables for each year.

During the 10-year period of this report most of the major tuna canneries ceased their California operations, thus
the sharp decline in shipment totals in the 1984–1985 period. The landings, shipments, and value tables are compar-
able to Table 15 in Oliphant (1979) and continue the data series of this table dating back to 1959.
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Tables of the CPFV (partyboat) catches are comparable to Table 22 in Fish Bulletin 121 (Biostatistical Section,
Marine Resources Operations 1963) which summarizes data back to 1936 and is continued in each year's catch bul-
letin up to 1976. This 10-year report will further continue the Table 22 data series of partyboat catches through
1986.

Statistics presented in this publication do not encompass all marine fishing activities in California since not all of
these functions are reported to us. For example, recreational fishing from private boats or from shore is not reported,
nor is the quantity of fish imported for use in a fresh state compiled.

Landing and shipment data in these reports are listed in pounds. To convert these values to metric, the following
factors are provided:

1 pound = 453.59 grams
1 pound = 0.454 kilograms
1 ton (net or short) = 0.907 metric ton

4.1. Statistical Areas
California is divided into six areas for the purpose of reporting fisheries statistics (Figure 1). Each statistical area is
named for a major port within its boundaries.

4.2. Species
The common and scientific names of species reported here are mostly those designated by the Department in Gates
and Frey (1974) or in general common usage. Some species are reported only collectively when, for economic or
other reasons, their separation is not practical (Table 1).

4.3. Value
Value is computed from prices paid to fishermen. Area value figures are ascertained by summing the value of all in-
dividual landings in that area. When the price paid for an individual landing is not specified, the average price paid
for the species in the area is used.

4.4. Source of data
Data concerning each commercial landing and import are recorded on receipts by fish dealers or processors at the
time of delivery. Copies of these documents are transmitted to the Department twice each month. For each transac-
tion the dealer must provide data concerning the species, weight, and price paid to the
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fisherman. The date of the transaction, the fisherman's name, the fishing boat registration number, and intended use
of the fish (canning, fresh, etc.) also are required. In addition, type of gear used and the specific area where the fish
were caught may be reported.

Catch data for commercial passenger-carrying fishing vessels are obtained from logs completed by the boat oper-
ator. The required log for each trip indicates the number of each species taken, number of anglers on board, number
of hours fished, and the specific area fished. The date, boat name, and boat registration number also are furnished.
Copies of these records are sent to the Department monthly.

Clerical personnel at field offices in Eureka, Menlo Park, Long Beach, and San Diego maintain contact with fish
dealers, local Fish and Game wardens, and field biologists to insure that the records are accurate and transmitted
promptly. All data received by the Department are carefully edited for completeness and coded to facilitate pro-
cessing.
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TABLES

TABLE 1. Common and Scientific Names of Species Reported in the 1977–1986 Catch
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TABLE 1. Common and Scientific Names of Species Reported in the 1977–1986 Catch
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TABLE 1. Common and Scientific Names of Species Reported in the 1977–1986 Catch
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TABLE 2. Total Annual Landings and Shipments into California of Commercial Fish, Mollusks, and Crustaceans;
Includes Sardine Deliveries to Reduction Ships, 1930–1938
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TABLE 3. Number of Licensed Commercial Fishermen and Registered Fishing Boats
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TABLE 4. Value of Landings and Shipments of Commercial Fish Into California by Area, 1977
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TABLE 4—Cont'd.
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TABLE 4. Value of Landings and Shipments of Commercial Fish Into California by Area, 1977
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TABLE 4—Cont'd.
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TABLE 5. Value of Landings and Shipments of Commercial Fish Into California by Area, 1978
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TABLE 5—Cont'd.
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TABLE 5. Value of Landings and Shipments of Commercial Fish Into California by Area, 1978
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TABLE 5—Cont'd.
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TABLE 6. Value of Landings and Shipments of Commercial Fish Into California by Area, 1979
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TABLE 6—Cont'd.
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TABLE 6. Value of Landings and Shipments of Commercial Fish Into California by Area, 1979
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TABLE 6—Cont'd.
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TABLE 7. Value of Landings and Shipments of Commercial Fish Into California by Area, 1980
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TABLE 7—Cont'd.
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TABLE 7. Value of Landings and Shipments of Commercial Fish Into California by Area, 1980
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TABLE 7—Cont'd.
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TABLE 8. Value of Landings and Shipments of Commercial Fish Into California by Area, 1981
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TABLE 8—Cont'd.
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TABLE 8. Value of Landings and Shipments of Commercial Fish Into California by Area, 1981
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TABLE 8—Cont'd.
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TABLE 9. Value of Landings and Shipments of Commercial Fish Into California by Area, 1982
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TABLE 9—Cont'd.
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TABLE 9. Value of Landings and Shipments of Commercial Fish Into California by Area, 1982
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TABLE 9—Cont'd.

35



TABLE 10. Value of Landings and Shipments of Commercial Fish Into California by Area, 1983
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TABLE 10—Cont'd.
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TABLE 10. Value of Landings and Shipments of Commercial Fish Into California by Area, 1983
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TABLE 10—Cont'd.
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TABLE 11. Value of Landings and Shipments of Commercial Fish Into California by Area, 1984
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TABLE 11—Cont'd.
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TABLE 11. Value of Landings and Shipments of Commercial Fish Into California by Area, 1984
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TABLE 11—Cont'd.
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TABLE 12. Value of Landings and Shipments of Commercial Fish Into California by Area, 1985
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TABLE 12—Cont'd.
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TABLE 12. Value of Landings and Shipments of Commercial Fish Into California by Area, 1985
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TABLE 12—Cont'd.
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TABLE 13. Value of Landings and Shipments of Commercial Fish Into California by Area, 1986
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TABLE 13—Cont'd.
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TABLE 13. Value of Landings and Shipments of Commercial Fish Into California by Area, 1986
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TABLE 13—Cont'd.
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TABLE 14. Statewide Catch by Species of Commercial Passenger Fishing Vessels (Not including anchored barges)
1977–1986

52




