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The categorization mechanism in queer linguistics: A study on discourses of
Chinese LGB youth

Xiaoyu Chen
Department of English, China, China

Yu Deng
Sichuan International Studies University, Chongging, China

Abstract

Drawing on qualitative discourse analysis, this study conducted semi-structured interviews with seventeen sexual mi-
norities, to investigate how the categorization mechanism generates institutional, interpersonal, and internalized stigmas
and stressors against Chinese sexual minority youth, and how the categorization mechanism is represented in their con-
textualized lived experience. Heterosexual matrix and homonormativity hidden in Chinese traditions and ideologies are
identified under the framework of queer linguistics. This study reveals that Chinese sexual minority youth are otherized
as problematic out-groups on the textual level. They are negatively constructed as hypersexualized, pathologized, and
dehumanized. On the micro-linguistic level, deixis, evaluations, and emotive words are used to classify in-groups and
out-groups, show intimate and remote social distances, and express positive and negative attitudes. Results uncover
that the categorization mechanism produces asymmetric relationships and power dynamics between heterosexual and
non-heterosexual people, and between homonormative and non-homonormative sexual minorities.
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