UC Irvine
Western Journal of Emergency Medicine: Integrating Emergency
Care with Population Health

Title
Legislative Update

Permalink
https://escholarship.org/uc/item/9gn3451j

Journal

Western Journal of Emergency Medicine: Integrating Emergency Care with Population
Health, 6(2)

ISSN
1936-900X

Author
Buchele, Michael |

Publication Date
2005

Copyright Information

Copyright 2005 by the author(s). All rights reserved unless otherwise indicated. Contact the
author(s) for any necessary permissions. Learn more at https://escholarship.org/termg

Peer reviewed

eScholarship.org Powered by the California Diqital Library

University of California


https://escholarship.org/uc/item/9qn3451j
https://escholarship.org/terms
https://escholarship.org
http://www.cdlib.org/

Page 44

The California Journal of Emergency Medicine V1:2, Apr-Jun, 2005

LEGISLATIVE UPDATE

Michadl Buchele, MD, FAAEM

CAL/AAEM Board and Representative to the
CAL/ACEP Government Affairs Committee
(GAC)

WEell, the new political year isoff and running. The
recent elections are behind us, the Governator is
hinting at re-dection for himsdf (if theUS Condtitution
does not get changed in time for him to run for
President), and the state deficit till looms over
everything. That being said, combined effortsby the
CMA, Ca/ACEP, Ca/AAEM, and othersresulted
inthelegidature passing (on arelatively fast track)
and the Governor signing SB 29, which correctsthe
error madeintherushto budget last year that omitted
this $24.8 million of Proposition 99 Tobacco Tax
Revenuefrom being rel eased to reimburse physicians
for uninsured care. (Thisisnow thefifthyearinarow
that these alocations have been madefor physicians
treating uninsured patients.)

Asthenew legidativeyear Sarts, themost oppressive
legidativeofferingsofar gopearstobeAB 1321 (Yee),
whichwould prohibit hospital based physiciansfrom
having theright to balancebill apatient they treated,
and would requirethe physician accept only what
the patientshealth care plan or itscontracting medica
group decided to pay for the servicerendered. This
would effectively meanthat any MD, who treatsany
patient towhom he/sheisnot previoudy contractualy
related, effectively now becomesadefacto“ member”
of that patientshealth plan, and acceptswhat the plan
offersinpayment, withtheir beingnoprovisoninthis
bill to assurethat the payment would befair and be
paidinatimely fashion. Thephysicianwould haveto
contest each payment with each different health plan
if theMD felt that the payment wasinadequate, and
thereisno requirement for thehealth plan to negotiate
afair compensation. Much opposition hasbeenraised
against thishill, and CMA, Ca/ACEP, Ca/AAEM,
and numerous County Medical Societies and
individua and group practice phys cianshaveflooded
Yee' sofficewith numerousobjectionstothishill, soif
wearelucky, thisbill will dieaquick death. But it

remindsustheneedto bewareof letting thelegidature
dictate medica careand compensation without close
involvement with physiciansand hedlth careworkers
indraftingsuchlegidation.

Onthefollowing pageisalist of those proposed bills
that are “on the radar screen” of Cal/ACEP, Cal/
AAEM, and CMA and which concern emergency
physicians. Keepyour eyesand earspeded asthese
billsbegin their journey to becomelaw.
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Hill Author Title Briel Descrip tiomn Pogition Current
Mumiher Status
3B 29 Perata Budget Trale CALMACEP-ponsored Clanfies omitted laonguage Fom Sponsor | Governor's
Larguage bpdget frsler bills that sllocated $24 8 million of Cigaretts Dwek—
_ Tez funds to the Maddy EMS Punds in counties Bigned|
3B 5T Alaroan Fnes and CALIACEP-monsared Allowe counties bo levy Sponser | Sen Public
Forfestures additionad 2 per §10 Bne for certain traffic wielations to Eafety
increass County EMS Funds.
SE 304 Perafa Health Care CALLSCEP-monsored. Wil be amendad to address besth Sponsed | Sen Heakh
Service Flans plams payng clams for pon-contracing phynioans
58941 Al EME Punds CALACER-gponsored Wil be amended to oreats SponioT
consstency betwesn two codes that govern Maddy EMS
Fumids ared the £24. 3 mollon allocabon of Prop 99 funds
Creatss pew aaboommittes withen EME Commiszion to
oversee counhes reimbursement of clams sabmatted by
physicians for uaneored cars.
AB 1321 | Tee Balance Balling Prohubits hospgal -based physician fom balance billing a Cppose | Assemhbly
Frolbrhon patient and requeres them to sesk reimburssment solely from Health
the patient’s bealth care plan or its contracting medical
group
3B M3 Camn EME Sysem CALATEP-monsored. Would giwe hospitals more SpoqEnd
flagitaliby tn create agresmerds with other hospitals i
sharng on-call phynoans
ABTIT Gordon Centinela furport | Allows DHS bo 1ssue special permot to Centinela furport Assm
Clirus Chnie to allow 1t to operaie & m emeTgency recaving Health
CEERET
AB 1050 | Gorden Emergency FRequares: DHE to sstabhszh podot project to delszmne
Eeceuving pobenial mepact o fhaving four srend done ER 2 in LA
Centers County
5B 279 Cedillo Fhysicians d CA Hogprtal Ssgocigion sponsored. Will be amend sl to Sen Heakh
Surgeons: ER address hospatals kenng of emergency phynoans.
Services
3B 328 Cedillo Econormcally Spot ball mmmed 2 edablishing 2 reimbir sement geogram fo
Endangered preserve sconomically endangered facilities that o Fer
Health Facshties | essentmal hospatal sernces (ER, neonatal, etc)
SE417 Citaz Cramizal Fends HMOe and health care plans tha regularly engage m
Frofitesring: unfair payment praciices of beakh care prowiders who
health care plans | prowde services to enrollees of the plan are sngject to
[T 3 BCAmE
3B 458 Speae Bazic Health Rewnises stope o[ wdbonzaion m S Bernardmo, Venbira
Care. counties and Fan Mateo counties o address problens of leck of
affordahle health care Coverage
AR 1635 | MeCarthy | Medi-Cal Intent bl sizoed at making DHS testng alternatives
hospital permanent b s for Medi-Cal reimbursement to hospitals.
reimibiz =ment
SE 100 AlaEran Medi-Cal Intent bill aimed at incressing Medi- Cal rasmbursement rages
Bembizsement. | o amore sppropnae level, sspecally for rauma sd
emergEn ey and SHIETEENCY CAre
rauma
AR 593 Chu Sexual Aszanlt Reguires heslth practitioners to aeo makte 4 report 10 2 local
Freporting lanwr emborcement agency wpon providing medical seraces to
persons in the cugody of law enforcement Fom whom
e denice is snight in cocoecton with the invesigaion of &
sexwal assault crime
AB 1MG | Frooeer | Health Facliy Fepead s the lunnatwn on the nember of slemests CEHPD
and Clinic data may add to each data set (Hospital Duscharge Data Abstract,
card Emergency Care Data Record and Ambulgory Surgery Drata
Record). Exssting law limits OSHPD from adding more than
15 elements to each data et 10 any S-vear period
AR 0L Camally | LA Coumly Wauld establsh a bealth smbonty to dshwer medical eae
Health sathonty | services to the Bedi-Cal populahion ard other populations
recewving health care fom the Courey of Los Angeles The
hedth sutbority 12 romomzible for overgght o flocal hogpital
services, ambulance medical serwices, poblic health services,
and emergency medical pervices






