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the novel coronavirus 2019 (COVID-19) pandemic 
1 By 

on the 21st 4 Despite the 
precautionary measures that were taken by the 
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ABSTRACT
Introduction:
became routine in order to minimize the potential risk of these individuals as silent but infectious hosts in 
the propagat

Methods:

Results:

Conclusion:

avoid delaying inpatient care or surgeries and to reduce patient’s length of stay in already overwhelmed 

Key words:

INTRODUCTION

It has been over two years since the beginning of 
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st

 

that it may present silently with a benign course in 

data has shown that up to half of the patients who 

9 Spread of COVID-19 has 
also been documented up to 12 days before the onset 
of symptoms thus necessitating the establishment 

10

common technique used for the detection of 
COVID-19 is a reverse transcriptase polymerase 

for COVID-19 by PCR in asymptomatic patients 

factors was implemented early on in our institution 
for all patients being admitted to the hospital from the 

determine the potential risk of these individuals as 
silent but infectious hosts in the propagation of this 

should be studied considering many other factors 

The aim of this study was to determine the rates 
of positive COVID-19 PCR results in asymptomatic 

Figure 1 
Public 11



of COVID-19 and no risk factors for COVID-19 

MATERIALS & METHODS

Study Design

the last 2 weeks each month during the following 

11 

Participants

• any symptoms that could be attributed to 

• 

• 

COVID-19-infected patient within the past 
14 days

• any travel history within the past 14 days

Exclusion Criteria

who presented in cardiac arrest and those who did 
not have COVID-19 PCR test results available on 

Data Collection

Our outcome was the percentage of positive 

COVID-19 PCR tests in the screening group 

Statistical Analysis

RESULTS

11

the reported positivity rate of COVID-19 PCR tests 

11

DISCUSSION

who were tested for COVID-19 by PCR during three 

patients with no risk factors for COVID-19 infection 

 

Several studies have looked at pre-screening for 
scheduled surgeries or interventions 12 others at 

 This is valuable data as it is 

teams and hospital administrators who will decide 
on who needs a COVID-19 test prior to emergent 
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placed in a double room or if they should remain 

14 when 
compared to heathier patients who are more likely 

 Our data shows that even in a sicker 

 that still has a likelihood 

for all patients being admitted or requiring surgery 

process based on the patient’s predetermined risk 

no symptoms and no risk factors to be admitted 

algorithm is not always followed by the inpatient 

criteria to consider a patient in the  
compared to other studies that evaluated screening 

more information about the clinical presentation of 

such algorithms should be continually updated and 

decisions on who truly needs a COVID-19 PCR 

the test is not covered by insurance companies and 

19 

This is a single institution study hence our data 

11 In 

false negative rates in tested individuals20

 after 
21

to see if they developed symptoms or another 

and the infection control team must make the best 
possible decisions with the results they have at 

CONCLUSION

and no risk factors such as a travel history or a 

services and surgical interventions for those who 
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