
UC Office of the President
CDL Staff Publications

Title
Supporting research data mangement at the University of California

Permalink
https://escholarship.org/uc/item/51r4q7kw

Author
Abrams, Stephen

Publication Date
2017-12-16

eScholarship.org Powered by the California Digital Library
University of California

https://escholarship.org/uc/item/51r4q7kw
https://escholarship.org
http://www.cdlib.org/


Supporting Research Data Management 
at the University of California 

Stephen Abrams 
California Digital Library 
University of California 

Stephen.Abrams@ucop.edu 
                 0000-0003-2326-6672 

AXIES Conference, Hiroshima, 14-15 December 2017 



Research data management (RDM) 

Effective management of scholarly research data is necessary 
 To ensure integrity and accountability 
 To avoid needless duplication of effort 
 To enable scholarly inquiry, innovation, and advancement 
 To promote public awareness and informed discourse 

 

 

ucop.webdamdb.com/bp/#/folder/201490/ 



The library’s role in research data management 

The continuation of the long-standing mission to provide 
effective stewardship of the University’s intellectual capital by its 
libraries, archives, and museums 

www.flickr.com/photos/janoma/4754744617 



University of California 

A large and diverse research University system 
 10 campuses 

 238,000 students; 
190,000 faculty and staff 

 150 academic disciplines; 
900 graduate programs 

 5 medical centers 
 3 national laboratories 
 $4.97 billion (¥559 billion) in annual 

funded research 

 



California Digital Library (CDL) 

Providing transformative digital library services, grounded in 
campus partnerships and extended through external 
collaborations, that amplify the impact of the libraries, 
scholarship, and resources of the University of California 

www.cdlib.org 



UC Curation Center (UC3) 

Providing innovative solutions for active curation and long-term 
preservation of the University’s digital resources 

uc3.cdlib.org 
www.cdlib.org/uc3 



What do we mean by curation and preservation? 

Curation 
“Maintaining, preserving and adding value to digital research 
data throughout its lifecycle” 
www.dcc.ac.uk/digital-curation/what-digital-curation 

Preservation 
“Policies, strategies and actions that ensure access to digital 
content over time” 
www.ala.org/alcts/resources/preserv/defdigpres0408 



UC3’s initiatives in research data management 
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Planning 

Ideally, data management decisions should be planned before a 
research investigation starts 

Formal data management plans (DMPs) are now required for 
funding proposals by all US federal agencies and many private 
foundations 

 Even if not required, data management planning should be encouraged as 
a scholarly best practice 

 It is better to be proactive, rather than reactive 
 It is better to be deliberate, rather than ad hoc 



 Create and share plans 
conforming to funder 
requirements 

 Customized for public 
and private funders 

 Customized with 
institutional resources 
and guidance 

 Optional institutional 
review 

 Public sample plans 

 

DMPTool 

dmptool.org 



Next steps 

 

Collaborating with UK Digital Curation Centre (DCC) on DMP 
Roadmap, a consolidated internationalized platform 
 blog.dmptool.org/2017/08/17/dmproadmap-summer-camp-news/ 
 github.com/DMPRoadmap/roadmap 

Machine-actionable DMPs for improved capacity planning and 
compliance checking 
 blog.dmptool.org/2017/09/18/nsf-eager-grant-for-making-dmps-actionable/ 
 www.force11.org/group/fairdmp 
 www.rd-alliance.org/groups/active-data-management-plans.html 
 www.rd-alliance.org/groups/dmp-common-standards-wg 

 



Sharing/(re)use 
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Sharing/(re)use 

Data should be published so that they are available for review, 
re-analysis, and the starting point for new inquiry 

www.flickr.com/photos/juglardelzipa/5582942966 



The most significant step to making data reusable 

Being managed by an appropriate curatorial program and system 
 Minimally-curated data in a managed system can be enhanced over time 
 Data that are not actively managed will become unusable sooner or later 

www.flickr.com/photos/practicalowl/504522097 



 Self-service operation 
by researchers 

 FORCE11 FAIR principles 
www.force11.org/group/ 
fairgroup/fairprinciples 

 DataCite DOIs and 
metadata 
schema.datacite.org/meta/ 
kernel-4.0/ 

 Overlay layer sitting on 
top of any standards-
compliant repository 

 Multi-tenant UI 

 Curatorial interface 

Dash data publication service 

dash.ucop.edu 



Adoption of Dash has been slow 

Problem 

Everyone agrees on the benefit of data publication, but no 
one wants to do it if it means additional work 

Solution 

Integrate data publication as a side-effect of other activities 
that researchers are already doing, e.g., article publication 

We’re working to integrate Dash into journal publication 
workflows 



Sharing/(re)use 

Sharing and reuse occurs not only through open publication, but 
also between collaborators, and within laboratories 

www.flickr.com/photos/uniformed_services_university/6306334990 



 Collaboration between 
UC3 and Code for 
Science & Society (CSS) 
codeforscience.org 

Dat-in-the-Lab 

Prototype use of the Dat peer-to-peer 
data sharing technology (datproject.org) in 
two University of California research 
laboratories 

Streamlining data workflows for research 
and publication, and afterwards 

 

uc3.cdlib.org/2017/09/27/moore-foundation-supports-uc3-research-data-
management-project/ 
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Preservation 

Ensuring that data remain accessible and usable by scholars and 
researchers now and in the future 

commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Documents_on_shelves_in_the_archive_store_(History_Centre)_at_the_Herbert.jpg 



 Currently used primarily 
for cultural heritage 
material 

 But with growing data 
collections, including all 
Dash datasets 

 Integrated with the 
DataONE network 
www.dataone.org 

 CoreTrustSeal self-audit 
underway 
www.coretrustseal.org 

 

Merritt repository 
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Analytics 

If data are to be considered first-class research outputs alongside 
traditional publications, it is important to quantify their impact 

We need an infrastructure for tracking and reporting usage 
similar to that in place for the published literature 

– Kratz and Strasser (2015), “Making data count,” Scientific Data 2 
dx.doi.org/10.1038/sdata.2015.39 

 

blog.sciencedirect.com/topics/altmetrics 



 Collaboration between 
UC3, DataONE, and 
DataCite 

 COUNTER code of 
practice for data-level 
metrics (DLM) 
www.projectcounter.org 

 Extending DataCite/ 
Crossref EventData to 
support DLM 
www.datacite.org/ 
eventdata.html 

Make Data Count (MDC) 

makedatacount.org 
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Data literacy training 

Most scholars and researchers have never received any data 
literacy training 

They do not view the library as the natural place to turn for 
advice and guidance 

www.flickr.com/photos/rosengrant/3847862890 



 Intended to assess 
individual researchers, 
not institutions 

 Informative, not 
prescriptive 

Self-assessment maturity guide 

uc3.cdlib.org/2016/09/12/building-a-user-friendly-rdm-maturity-model/ 



 Increase awareness, 
develop new training 
modules, and 
coordinate national 
activities 

Library carpentry 

librarycarpentry.github.io 
uc3.cdlib.org/2017/11/06/skills-training-for-librarians-expanding-library-carpentry/ 
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Supporting research data management 

UC Curation Center 
California Digital Library 
University of California 
www.cdlib.org/uc3 
uc3.cdlib.org 
uc3@ucop.edu 
@uc3cdl 
 
Stephen.Abrams@ucop.edu 
                                    0000-0003-2326-6672 

at the University of California 
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