UC Merced
Proceedings of the Annual Meeting of the Cognitive Science
Society

Title
The influence of scene discontinuity on the relation between mind wandering and event
boundaries

Permalink

btt_gs:[[escholarship.orq/uc/item/76n56@

Journal
Proceedings of the Annual Meeting of the Cognitive Science Society, 47(0)

Authors
Anders, Gerrit
Buder, Juergen
Thiwissen, Marie

Publication Date
2025

Copyright Information
This work is made available under the terms of a Creative Commons Attribution License,

available at bttgs:cheativecommons.orgglicensesgb¥44.od

Peer reviewed

eScholarship.org Powered by the California Diqital Library

University of California


https://escholarship.org/uc/item/76n562jn
https://escholarship.org/uc/item/76n562jn#author
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/
https://escholarship.org
http://www.cdlib.org/

The influence of scene discontinuity on the relation between mind wandering and
event boundaries
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Abstract

Mind wandering during film viewing can impede comprehension and learning, and prior studies have reported con-
flicting results regarding its occurrence at event boundaries in narrative versus educational films. This study examines
whether scene discontinuity — changes in time, place, character, and action — affects mind wandering differently across
film genres. Replicating previous findings, we found that in the narrative film, less mind wandering occurred at event
boundaries compared to other parts of the film. Conversely, in the educational film, more mind wandering was re-
ported at event boundaries. Our analysis revealed that the narrative film exhibited higher scene discontinuity at event
boundaries than the educational film. Importantly, across both film types, greater scene discontinuity at event bound-
aries was associated with decreased mind wandering. The differing levels of scene discontinuity between narrative and
educational films may explain the contrasting patterns of mind wandering observed, highlighting the influence of film
structure on cognitive engagement.
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